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Success with Care 

Monday 23rd January 2023 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Students, 
 

Term 3 – Start of Week 3 Update 
 

Students have returned positively from the Christmas break and started the new calendar year with an 
impressive attitude to learning.  Certainly, the start of a new year is an opportunity to put into practice those 
New Year resolutions that aim to have improved and stronger outcomes for individuals.  Reflecting on how 
the Autumn Term went and looking to build on strengths for the Spring Term, whilst targeting areas for 
improvements, is something that we promote to all students and staff at the school as we look to continue 
successes moving forward. 
 
All of this comes against a backdrop of challenging times for so many people, as well documented by the 
media over recent months.  Indeed, you will be aware from the media that the NEU teaching union has voted 
for strike action, which will affect Dronfield Henry Fanshawe School (DHFS) on Wednesday 1st February, 
Wednesday 1st March, Wednesday 15th March and Thursday 16th March.  The strike action is happening 
because of a national dispute with the Government over pay and is not related to any issues at school. 
 
DHFS is currently assessing the impact of the action on coverage of classes, health and safety aspects, and 
the ability to provide services for the students.  It is clear that we will not have some staff in school due to 
the strikes and may also lose staff who have childcare issues due to strikes at their own children’s schools.  
We therefore, wish to notify you as early as possible that alternative arrangements for your child(ren) may 
be required on the days affected. 
 
We are sorry for any potential disruption that you may experience and that may occur with your child’s 
education, fully understanding the upset and frustration this may cause.  DHFS is committed to providing a 
safe, secure and stimulating environment for the students and our plans for the day, in the context of the 
strikes and the impact on staffing and service provision, will be based on keeping the school safe and 
functioning effectively. 
 
DHFS will communicate details of the plans and how the school is responding to the strikes in due course so 
that you are aware of the exact plans for the days.  In the meantime, we will continue to work hard to 
provide the best educational experience possible for your children. 
 
Please find below a number of messages for your information. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
 
Mr M J Cooper 
Headteacher 
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Dronfield Train Station – Health & Safety Concerns 
There have been a number of reported incidents recently of concerning behaviour at the train station.  On 
more than one occasion, people have been reported being on, and crossing over, the tracks.  Indeed, there 
was an alarming incident very recently when a train had to execute an emergency stop as it came through 
the station due to a person being on the tracks. 
 
The school regularly discusses safety in the community aspects with students and this has included direct 
discussions on rail safety and the local station in particular.  We strongly encourage you to talk with your 
children about rail and train station safety.  The story of Harrison Ballantyne, from 2017, is a stark reminder 
of the tragic consequences that can occur on railways https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c25zdv9n1llo.   
 
Given below is a general message from the British Transport Police on this very topic, which you may find 
useful in your conversations with your children. 
 
‘The British Transport Police are extremely concerned about the safety of those trespassing and placing 
themselves in precarious positions over/on the railway. As well as for the passengers/staff on board trains 
that are targeted by stone throwing or obstructions being placed on the tracks in the path of their trains. This 
behaviour can have very serious consequences, including that of death. It is important to highlight trains can 
travel up to 125mph, at such speed it takes them over 1 mile to come to a stop, and unlike cars they cannot 
swerve out of the way to avoid people/objects.  
  
Tragic incidents do occur involving children through mis-adventure on the railway, and the impact caused is 
widespread; family, friends, witnesses, police and ambulance service that respond, train drivers, passengers 
on board etc.   
  
We will be undertaking additional patrols during the half term in order to deter such offending. 
We have the ability to place covert cameras at locations that are considered anti-social hotspots. Anyone 
caught, or identified as being involved/responsible for any offences will be dealt with appropriately.  
  
In 2006 two teenagers were given custodial sentences of 7 ½ years and 6 years after one of them threw a 
block of concrete from a road bridge onto a train passing underneath. This hit the train windscreen and 
bounced off going through the window of a freight train passing in the opposite direct. The block hit the 
driver in the face and chest. This lead to the driver being hospitalised for months and left him with life altering 
injuries. Due to the trauma caused by the incident the driver never worked again. 
Here are a couple of links to ‘You V Train’ videos that are based on true stories. They are very impactive and 
will hopefully get a strong message through to your students.  
  
https://youtu.be/kf6tUxRZHho     
https://youtu.be/BS0BfkXZTQs        
https://youtu.be/qTgoHMx9QYE    
  
Dronfield Train Station Parking 
The car park and train station turning circle are areas that are used by families for dropping off and picking 
up students for school.  The areas are busy places at the start and end of the school day, with numerous 
pedestrians and other car park users being present.  It is important that the safety of other users is 
considered at all times and that parking by families does not create issues for other users.   

 
Lost Property 
There is a tremendous amount of lost property within school that remains unclaimed.  Please follow the link 
to the school website for information about this and encourage your children to have a thorough look 
through the items should they have lost something.  Dronfield Henry Fanshawe School - Lost property 
(dhfs.uk) 
 
Additional Bank Holiday – Monday 8th May 2023 
The Government have announced an additional Bank Holiday on Monday 8th May 2023 to celebrate the 
King’s coronation.  The school will be closed on this day.  We will reopen on Tuesday 9th May 2023 as normal. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c25zdv9n1llo
https://youtu.be/kf6tUxRZHho
https://youtu.be/BS0BfkXZTQs
https://youtu.be/qTgoHMx9QYE
https://dhfs.uk/lost-property/
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Reading Week 
This week marks the return of our regular feature of Reading Week, which we hold at different points of the 
year to celebrate the joy and importance of reading.  Students will be involved in more focused work on 
reading to compliment the approaches we already undertake on a daily basis.  One key feature is the shared 
story, which all students participate in.  This week it is Anne Frank’s Diary as part of our recognition of 
Holocaust Memorial Day on Friday 27th January 2023. 
 
NSPCC Listen Up, Speak Up Campaign 
To start the year the NSPCC has unveiled their new ‘Listen Up, Speak Up’ campaign, aimed at giving adults 
practical advice, about how to address concerns about a child.  Since the pandemic, there has been a 
significant increase in concerns logged to the NSPCC, and this campaign aims to support all people engaging 
with children.  It is well worth a look. 
 
Year 9 Options 
The Year 9 Options event was a cracking success! It was lovely to see so many students and families 
interacting so productively with our staff, and they are impressed with how Year 9 have prepared.  Please 
remember the deadlines for appeals is 27th January 2023,  and options submission is 10th February 2023. Our 
PowerPoint and other options information can be found online at https://dhfs.uk/options/. 
 
CareerMark Assessment 
We were pleased to welcome guests into school just before Christmas to complete our CareerMark 
assessment. This nationally recognised award tracks our careers provision against the Gatsby Benchmarks.  
We are delighted to inform you that we successfully maintained the Gold Standard, which recognises that we 
successfully prepare our students for life beyond school in the Gatsby Benchmark measures. The assessor 
described our provision as “exemplary”. The full report will be available online shortly. Well done to our 
Careers team!   
 
Year 11 Mathswatch 
The Maths Faculty have launched the Mathswatch Revision Challenge for all Year 11 students in the run up 
to the trial exams at the end of this term. It involves daily online tasks (Monday-Friday) because ‘little and 
often’ is a very effective approach to maths revision. It will take real commitment for pupils to stay on track, 
so any pupils who do stay up to date will be rewarded each week. Please encourage your child to try their 
best - the easiest question to ask each day is simply: “Have you done your Mathswatch?” 
 
Safeguarding Support 
The school has invested in a variety of provisions over the last few years to support the safeguarding agenda.  
One of these areas is support from our Early Help Worker as an early intervention if families are experiencing 
difficulties with parenting, housing, benefits, general finances, and other circumstances that affect families. 
This can be general signposting or more intensive work if required.  
 
Safeguarding Good Practice 
As a school, we regularly work with students in a variety of ways regarding safeguarding, concerns to be 
vigilant about and then strategies to put in place should there be a need.  There was a recent example of this 
when two female students were followed from Dronfield to Meadowhall on the train after school on a Friday 
night. Their response was excellent, they sought help from a security guard at Meadowhall and the man was 
arrested by police when he got off a train in Nottingham. If any student were to experience anything similar, 
we would encourage them to report this immediately to the police and inform school so that we can share 
descriptions with duty staff. 
 
Ear Piercings 
The school rule on jewellery states that, in regard to ear piercings, only one stud ear-ring is permitted in each 
ear.  This can only be in the lobe part of the ear. 
 
Message from Derbyshire Parent Carer Voice (DPCV) 
Dear Parent Carers  

https://dhfs.uk/options/


 
Derbyshire Parent Carer Voice (DPCV) have 3 lunchtime meet and eat information sessions coming up across 
the county in Buxton, Chesterfield and Swadlincote, 11am - 1pm.  Come for as little or as long as you can.  
Have lunch, meet other parent carers and find out about:  
 
• DPCV (Derbyshire Parent Carer Voice) - Speak with trustees, become a member, learn about other 
upcoming parent carers events and tell us what information and support you need for the year ahead.   
• DIASS (Derbyshire Information Advice Support Service) - Useful information about EHCP (Education 
Health Care Plan) Assessments, speak with DIASS representative.   
• Sign up for a virtual 1:1 with Dan Careless, Strategic Lead for Schools and Learning from Derbyshire 
County Council, Children’s Services.  
 
Click the link below to register via the DPCV website and Eventbrite:   
 
https://derbyshireparentforums.co.uk/forumdates/  
 
We look forward to seeing you. 
 
The DPCV Team 
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