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Success with Care 

Friday 25th November 2022 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Students, 
 

Term 2 – End of Week 4 Update 
 

On Thursday 24th November 20022, the school held its annual Careers Convention.  This is when providers 
from all over the country come to the school and set up stalls in the Sports Hall to provide an opportunity for 
students and their family to explore future career plans and pathways.  This is a key element of our overall 
approach to careers and work-related learning and complements the work that is done in classrooms as part 
of the curriculum as well as the additional learning that takes place through assemblies, enrichment days, 
mock interview days and work experience. 
 
It was great to see so many families in attendance on the night, talking to colleges, universities, 
apprenticeship providers, local companies, employment training providers, the police and the armed forces.  
The ambitions, goals and dreams of so many students are impressive, as is their determination to work hard, 
study effectively and gain the experiences, skills and qualifications that will open numerous doors to them in 
the future.  We wish all the students well on their exciting career development journeys. 
 
A crucial part of this journey is ensuring the foundations are laid as strongly and solidly as possible.  This is 
where school life becomes so important.  Ensuring good learner habits and routines and always being ready 
to learn are vital ingredients to cementing the foundations.  Attending, being punctual, being in correct 
uniform, having the correct equipment and being organised with homework and classwork are all excellent 
traits that employers and organisations look for and something which we champion in school.  Students 
reflecting and how well they meet the basics is always a positive exercise to ensure they are in the best place 
possible to maximise their opportunities in school. 
 
Within, and beyond, the classroom the students demonstrating the 3Rs of responsibility, resilience and 
reflection are strong and will continue to be a focus in our approach as staff.  The number of achievement 
points that have been awarded so far this year is incredible and testimony to the students that are working 
so hard to achieve and be successful.  The same can be said for the volume of students who attend the 
numerous wider curriculum clubs, events and activities that take place on a regular basis.  Making the most 
of the opportunities, gaining a wealth of experiences and building up the CV are all important parts of 
opening those career pathway doors for later in life.  A huge well done to all those that are doing this so well. 
 
Please find below a number of messages for your information. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr M J Cooper 
Headteacher 
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Last Day of Term 2 
Thursday 22nd December 2022 is the last day of term.  As per previous year’s there will be a Big Mentor Quiz 
in the morning followed by normal lessons and lunch.  Students will return to Mentor Time for a final 
assembly and the quiz results before being dismissed at 1.45pm for the Christmas break.   
 
Start of Term 3 
School restarts on Tuesday 10th January 2023 and students should be on site for 8.50am as usual, moving to 
their Mentor Time rooms. 
 
Lost Property 
The school is in possession of a large quantity of lost property.  If property is found in school this is taken to 
reception and held there.  After a few days PE kits go to the lost property boxes in PE, whilst the remainder 
stays in reception.  Staff always check all items for names, and where these are found we return the item 
straight to the student in lessons.  Unfortunately, we have a large number of items that do not have names 
in them.  Can parents and carers please check that names are on student items so that we can return them 
when they are lost.  Students should be encouraged to check lost property for anything missing as the 
current stock will be recycled in the new year. 
 
World Cup 
On Monday 21st November 2022 we showed some of the England v Iran football match over lunch time.  The 
atmosphere was electric and the support buoyant for a strong England performance.  The students were not 
let down!  In the afternoon, updates were provided on the information screens around the school so that 
students knew how well we doing.  We will consider and communicate our approach to any future day-time 
games when (!) England progress to the later stages. 
 
Recycling School Uniform 
The school runs a recycling scheme for school uniform to support environmental approaches and enable a 
stock of items to be readily-available at a reasonable cost.  Donations to the school are welcome and a there 
is a link to Uniformd on the website for parents and carers to purchase uniform Dronfield Henry Fanshawe 
School - Uniform (dhfs.uk) 
 
Parent & Carer Forum 
The school hosts a Parent Forum at different times during the year.  This is an opportunity for parents and 
carers to come into school to meet with the Head and discuss school life.  The next Parent Forum date is 
Thursday 1 December 2022 at 6pm.  Any questions or topics for discussion should be emailed to Mrs Dunne, 
Headteacher’s PA (sdunne@dhfs.uk) by the evening of Wednesday 30th December 2022.  Parents and carers 
wishing to attend should also notify Mrs Dunne by the same date so that arrangements can be made on 
which room is most suitable. 

 
Adverse Weather 
November has held up its reputation as the wet and windy month.  Consequently, we have been 
implementing our adverse weather plans where rooms are opened up for students to use at lunch as an 
alternative to being outside or in the halls.  We are reminding students of the importance of having an 
appropriate outdoor coat in such weather so that they are not sat in class in wet blazers.  Your support in this 
is always appreciated. 
 
Whisper Button 
There is a confidential reporting button on the website called Whisper.  This is well known amongst our 
community and used to good effect.  A reminder that it is anonymous, so unless a name and contact detail is 
left we cannot feed back the actions and outcomes that have taken place.  In addition, it is important that 
students do not use this as an alternative to going to Student Services and reporting something.  We can 
respond much quicker and to greater effed5 if we deal with matters as they arise rather than sometimes a 
few days later. 
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Future Chef Competition 
On Monday 21st November 2022, two Y11 Food Preparation and Nutrition students competed in the local 
heat of the National Future Chef Competition. Before being able to attend the local heat, both students had 
competed in and were successful in the school heat earning their places in the local heat.  
 
The local heat was held at Sheffield College and was judged by 3 professional chefs. The students made a 
wonderful butter chicken curry, with rice and homemade naan bread and lamb cutlets with a plum sauce, 
fondant potatoes and buttery garlic asparagus. We are so proud of the quality of the food produced by the 
students and comments from other competing schools were very complimentary. Huge congratulations to 
the students – with one winning and the other finishing second place! Qualification has now happened for 
the regional heat at Sheffield Hallam University.  We are so proud of the students and have fingers crossed 
for the next round.      
 
Attendance 
Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, the school advised that children with minor coughs or colds should attend 
school. Current NHS guidance is that it is fine to send your child to school with a minor cough or common 
cold. Minor ailments should not be a reason for a child to be absent from school. If a child has a fever, keep 
them off school until the fever goes. 
 
We do understand there are times when children will need to be absent from school for a number of 
reasons. As a result, we will only consider authorising absences in the following instances: 
 

• For sickness or ill health 

• For medical or dental appointments which fall during school hours, when all attempts have been 
made to make them outside the school day 

• For religious or cultural observances 

• For a family emergency 

• For participating in a supervised sporting activity or performance 
 
COVID Absences 
The current guidance for COVID illnesses is that students 18 and under should self-isolate for 3 days and 
anyone 18 and over should self-isolate for 5 days.  The school follows this guidance. 
 
Year 9 Options – Courses commencing September 2023. 
Behind the scenes we have been working hard in identifying the most appropriate options pathways for your 
children.  At DHFS, we have a series of pathways which are tied depending upon a wide range of data and 
professional input.  Year 9 Students will receive their options pack in mentor time on Friday 2nd December 
2022.  This includes a wide range of literature and information in order for you to understand the process, 
and support them at home.  In school support will continue between now and the options submission 
deadline of Friday 10th February 2023. Please also attend our option evening on Thursday 12th January 2023, 
where you will have an opportunity to discuss all our Key Stage 4 options with DHFS staff.  
 
Year 9 Parent and Carer Consultation Evenings. 
Our Year 9 PCCE event will be held from 4pm-6.30pm on Tuesday 6th December 2022.  This is an important 
evening, and we recommend that all parents and carers book appointments with their child’s teachers via 
the SchoolCloud app.  From 7am on Tuesday 29th November 2022, you will be able to book parent/carers’ 
evening appointments by logging on at https://dronfieldhenryfanshawe.schoolcloud.co.uk  
and following the instructions. We use this online system in response to the consultation reviews of DHFS 
parents, carers and teachers. The system allows easy booking of appointment slots for parents, carers and 
teachers.  Please note our letter sent via email for further details:  https://dhfs.uk/wp-
content/uploads/letters-home/year-9-letters/2022-11-22-y9-pcce-parent-letter-guide-2022-1.pdf  
 
Christmas Show 
Our Christmas show this year will be 'A Christmas Carol Revisited'. This production is a reinterpretation of 
Charles Dickens's classic tale- set in 2022. It involves a large cast of students from every group. It promises to 
be a really enjoyable and dramatic event! Tickets will be available on ParentPay from Thursday 1st December 

https://dronfieldhenryfanshawe.schoolcloud.co.uk/
https://dhfs.uk/wp-content/uploads/letters-home/year-9-letters/2022-11-22-y9-pcce-parent-letter-guide-2022-1.pdf
https://dhfs.uk/wp-content/uploads/letters-home/year-9-letters/2022-11-22-y9-pcce-parent-letter-guide-2022-1.pdf


2022, priced £7.00 for adults and £5.00 for concessions. Performance dates are the 15th, 16th  and 19th  
December 2022 at 7.00pm in the Fanshawe Hall. 
 
Global Consent Form 
It is important that all parents and carers have completed the global consent form that can be accessed here.  
This is particularly important if students wish to do trips, activities and events off site.  It is a short form that 
does not take long to complete. Please do so if you haven’t already. 
 
 
 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=hhYKeFegP0WaIFk6R205TgfRQ4XkLwhIu9RXzojG7opUNlBZTk82NThXVDYxNzRIMDY2U0ZIWFVRRC4u&wdLOR=cF1A1CDB3-D377-4526-A552-245D66B17C80

