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Success with Care 

Thursday 20th October 2022 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Students, 
 

Term 1 – End of Week 7 Update 
 

As Term 1 draws to a close, we reflect back on what has been an excellent few weeks in school.  The students 
and staff have been able to participate in the expected school routines, policies and procedures after a 
significant amount of disruption over the past two years.  The extent and far-reaching ramifications of COVID 
have has huge impacts which will ripple for a while, so it has been so encouraging to see the school 
community embracing the drive and commitment to make the most of what we have and try our best to 
ensure we can excel. 
 
The resilience continuously being shown so many is also a credit to the school.  Many people have faced, and 
continue to face, challenges brought on by the last two years and it is so important that we acknowledge that 
whilst demonstrating the commitment and determination required to overcome difficulties and adverse 
times.  Returning to strong learner habits, daily routines and exhibiting good practice are all key elements of 
this and something that is seen in abundance in the school.  I would like to thank the students and staff for 
their continued high standards in their approach to school life.  
 
October half-term provides that wonderful mid-Autumn break to refresh, recharge the batteries and prepare 
for the run up to Christmas and all the excitement that brings.  This break is a great opportunity for students 
to check through their books and folders and ensure they are the best they can be.  It enables a time to 
check the equipment that they bring to school, that it meets the expectations and everything is topped up 
read to go again.  In addition, it is a chance to check the uniform, especially for those students who seem to 
continuously need new footwear.  If new items are being bought, please ensure you check the code of dress 
on the school website so that it complies with expectations.  
 
Starting a new term is an opportunity for students to either build on the excellent work from the first term or 
to reset themselves and start afresh with renewed vigour to achieve positive success.  Being ready to learn, 
having an excellent attitude to learning and fully engaging with the subject and wider curriculum are all 
ingredients that support success in school and we encourage students to step up to the plate of opportunity 
and make a difference.   
 
We wish you a happy and enjoyable half-term break. 
 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr M J Cooper 
Headteacher 
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Professional Learning Day – Joint PODS Inset Day 
Monday 31st October 2022 is a joint Inset day for the PODS schools with DHFS hosting an event for all the 
schools.  This means that school will be closed to students on this day and Term 2 will start on Tuesday 1st 
November 2022.  We would like to apologise for any confusion caused with the earlier publication of a 
different date. 
 
COVID Self-Isolation Time Periods 
The school continues to implement the recommended isolation periods for positive cases of COVID.  This is 5 
days for those aged over 18 and 3 days for those aged under 18. 
 
Year 6 Open Evening 
This evening was a huge success and we would like to thank all those students who attended the event to 
represent the school and support prospective new parents, carers and students visit the facilities and have 
all their questions answered.  Our students were magnificent and have received numerous positive 
comments and accolades from visits.  We are extremely proud of them. 

 
DHFS Catering Service 
At a time of rising inflation nationally, we are faced with significant price increases with our catering 
procurement.  We have therefore had to take the unfortunate decision to increase our sales prices too.  
From the start of next term, 31 October, we will be increasing our Meal Deals from £2.50 to £2.60; drinks will 
increase by 10p and all other meal items by 5p each.  In line with this decision the Free School Meal 
allocation will increase to £2.60 daily.  
 
VSPR Phone calls 
As part of our assessment policy we are currently implementing our first set of VSPR calls as outlined in the 
attached letter which provides an excellent summary of our approaches for all cohorts throughout this 
academic year Microsoft Word - Assessment Letter to Parents and Carers Sept22 (dhfs.uk). 
 
G Block Replacement 
The terrapins in school have been replaced with a new modular building that is called G Block.  For a three-
minute video of the demolition and installation please follow Dronfield Henry Fanshawe School - Latest 
Successes – G Block (dhfs.uk). 
 
New School Governors 
The school is delighted to welcome the three successful nominations for the vacant Parent Governor posts, 
following the expiration of terms of office for some existing Governors.  DHFS would like to welcome back 
Luci Windle, who has served as a Governor for a period of time already, and welcome two new Governors to 
the school, Jenna Glossop and Frank Stainton.  We wish them all the best of luck in their terms of office. 

 
School Lunches 
Students have a choice to bring their own food to school or purchase items from the school facilities.  
Students can sit together regardless of whether they have brought packed lunches or school meals.  
Although the halls are very busy to start with, there is always space in the second half of lunch with lots of 
food items available to choose from. 
 
Black History Month  
Celebrations are underway for Black History Month including a shared reading event, special assemblies and 
a creative writing poetry competition. The theme of this year's Black History Month is 'Time for Change: 
Actions not Words' and our students have been debating if actions speak louder than words during their 
Votes for Schools mentor time sessions. 
 
Rights, Responsibilities and British Values 
Students have been learning about these key themes in mentor times and assemblies, and the British Value 
of Democracy has been demonstrated with the annual relaunch of Student Leadership by Mr Sanderson. 
Students are also taking part in special assemblies to mark Hate Crime Awareness week in October.  
 

https://dhfs.uk/wp-content/uploads/letters-home/whole-school/2022-09-26-assessment-letter-september-2022.pdf
https://dhfs.uk/latest-successes-g-block/
https://dhfs.uk/latest-successes-g-block/


Health and Wellbeing 
Monday 10th October is World Mental Health Day and the school nursing team will be running a pop-up 
stand in school to raise awareness and to support students on the day. The school nurse can be seen by 
students every Thursday lunch during the drop-in clinic in A15a. During term 1, all Key Stage 3 PSHE lessons 
have also focussed on the 'Big Idea' of Health and Wellbeing. 
 
PCCE 2022 – 2023 Parent and Carer Consultation Evening 
Following our consultation with you, just a reminder that our Parent and Carer Consultation Evenings will be 
virtual via the SchoolCloud software. We start with Year 10 just after half term, and appointments can now 
be made with teachers. Please see our letter from Mr Pickles explaining the process, and the Help-Guide. 
 
Parent and Carer Parking on site 
As we end Term 1, we are increasingly seeing parents and carers driving onto the school site to drop off or 
collect students. Could we remind you that access to the school site is restricted to those with medical 
conditions that the school is aware of, or for pre-booked appointments. Parents and carers should arrange to 
pick up their children off site please. This is particularly important at busy times of the school day. 
 
Homework – A Key Aspect of Learning 
Below is a list of frequently asked questions from students.  These have already been shared several times 
with students but we believe that parents and carers would also find this list a useful reminder. 
 
Why do we do homework? 

•Classwork and homework assignments are designed to be in a sequence 

•Homework often helps your class learning stick, moves learning further on from what you have done in 
class, or is preparation for future lessons 

•Organising your own work outside school hours and meeting deadlines is an important skill for future 
employment and life (e.g. paying bills on time). 
 
How do I record homework? 

•You are expected to record homework in your planner.  Your teacher will tell you what to write in the lesson 

•Your teacher will record your homework on Class Charts for your parents or carers to see. 
 
What happens if I do not complete homework? 

•If you have no good reason for not completing your homework to your best standard, then you will be 
given a 30-minute faculty (subject) detention 

•In the detention you will be expected to complete the homework to your best standard and reflect on how 
you can be better at meeting deadlines. 
 
What do I do if I need support or help with homework?  

•Firstly, make sure you ask your teacher in the lesson or at the end of the lesson if there is time and it is 
appropriate to do so 

•Secondly, ask other students in your class at break or lunch 

•If you are still unsure when you get home, you can email you teacher or try to find them in person well 
before the deadline.  You may not get a response from your teacher until the end of their next working day 
so always do homework a.s.a.p. 
 
Can I do homework in school?  

•Homework Club is based in D1 after school most days 

•Some students also use the LRC at lunchtime.  



 
What do I do if I am absent from the lesson when homework was set? 
Speak to your teacher to see whether you need to complete it or not. 
 
What do I do if I have a good reason for not being able to complete my homework? 
Sometimes reasons out of our control mean homework cannot be done.  If this is the case, please ask a 
parent or carer to write a note in your planner and sign it. 
 
Am I ready to learn with the correct equipment? 
Students are expected to bring all of the equipment below to lessons every school day.  A copy of this is in 
every student planner.  This equipment ensures that they can engage immediately with learning activities 
and also present work in the correct, professional way.  Please remind your child that stationery can be 
purchased at cost, with a small amount of money, from the LRC every school day before school and at break 
or lunch.  If a student does not have one or more of these items, they will receive an equipment behaviour 
point. 

 
 
Please note that items that are integral to the lesson and which cannot be easily provided by the teacher 
during this lesson (e.g. PE kit, technology food ingredients, etc.) and therefore the student is heavily 
hindered with their learning, will result in an equipment behaviour point and a teacher detention. 
 
We strongly recommend that students put an alarm on their phone and title it ‘pack bag’ at a suitable time 
the evening before a school day, to remind them to organise the equipment they need. 
 
Homework handed in on time and to the student’s best standard and having the right equipment are both 
aspects that enable your child to maximise their learning time at school and at home and therefore achieves 
the greatest success possible. 
 
 
 
 
 

 


