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Success with Care 

16th September 2022 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Students, 
 

Term 1 – End of Week 2 Update 
 

For many students, the summer months provide a time of relaxation and refreshment after a busy year at 
school.  For Year 11, 12 and 13 students this has the added nervous excitement of receiving exam results in 
August after an incredible amount of hard work and effort to achieve their potential.  It can feel like a long 
wait and an even longer walk into the Phoenix Hall to pick up your personal envelope before taking a deep 
breath and breaking the seal. 
 
For so many students, that anxious wait was followed by tremendously wide smiles, hugs and tears of joy as 
they realised they had done brilliantly, and in many cases, exceeded their expectations and aspirations.  The 
summer results for the school set new records in a number of areas across Key Stage 4 and 5 and were the 
outcome of determination and dedication of so many students, staff, parents and carers.  As a school we are 
thrilled for the students, especially in the unique context they found themselves in over the previous two 
years and how they had to cope with unprecedented times, whilst still focussing on the core business of 
learning and progress.  The class of 2022 are truly remarkable, deserve special commendation and are a 
group of students that we are incredibly proud of. 
 
The baton now passes to the next cohorts to carry on the traditions, history and legacy of the school and 
ensure they can realise the school vision of Success with Care.  As Headteacher, I feel very acutely the 
privilege and responsibility of being in such a special school and challenge all students and staff to ensure 
they produce their best at all times to secure their own success whilst contributing to the wider success of 
Dronfield Henry Fanshawe School, what we stand for and what we believe in. 
 
It is clear that the systems, structures, policies and procedures of the school, that have been developed over 
a long period of time, are providing the strong framework for students to achieve and succeed academically, 
personally and socially.  Reaffirming this framework is always a key element of the start of a new academic 
year, so there will be a particular focus on reminding all of the expectations and codes and working hard to 
meet them.  Through this, students can thrive. 
 
It is great to see the students back in school, without restrictions or modifications to the way we work, 
smiling, engaging with the subject and wider curriculum offer and aiming to be the best they can be.  I wish 
them all an enjoyable, happy and successful year. 
 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr M J Cooper 
Headteacher 
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Queen Elizabeth II 
The national period of mourning has been one of reflection and contemplation as we celebrate and 
recognise the remarkable reign of Queen Elizabeth.  Within school we have had an assembly and dedicated 
Mentor Time to explore the passing of the Queen.  The school will close on Monday 19th September 2022 as 
part of the national arrangements for the Queen’s service.  May she rest in peace.  Plans are being discussed 
on how the school can implement a lasting memorial to the Queen. 
 
Headteacher Update Letters 
During the 2022-2023 academic year, there will be a Headteacher update letter towards the start and end of 
each term that will provide a number of key messages and provide a variety of information for parents and 
carers.  Please do look out for them and read through for pertinent and relevant points. 
 
Year 6 Open Evening 
Our Year 6 Open Evening is on Thursday 22nd September 2002 and we look forward to welcoming the next 
cohort of students on a visit to the school to see what is on offer and experience our ethos and culture.  
Details of this are on the website. 

 
Stone the Crows Parking 
The local business of Stone the Crows has been exceptionally kind and supportive towards the school 
through letting parents and carers park there to pick up children from school.  This is especially valuable on 
adverse weather days.  They do not have to do this and it is a private car park, therefore we are very grateful 
that they enable this to happen.  It is therefore really important that our parking and use of the space is 
appropriate, respectful and does not stop customers from using their facilities.  
 
Vaping 
Vaping continues to be a concern in society and schools amongst teenagers.  As a school, we will not accept 
nor tolerate vaping, or smoking, of any kind or product.  Serious consequences will be in place for those that 
breach this.  We encourage parents and carers to talk to their children about vaping, the legality around their 
use and the potential dangers of them. 
 
PSHE @ DHFS 
PSHE is taught to all students at DHFS from Year 7 through to Year 13.  As a school, we understand how 
students can be impacted by different aspects of this sensitive subject.  We encourage parents and carers to 
be aware of the planned curriculum in order to continue conversations with your child at home, or to 
provide them with additional support as needed. This will also allow you to highlight to school any topics 
which may be particularly sensitive for your child.  This information can be found on the PSHE section of the 
school website and in the inside cover of your child’s PSHE book. 
 
C Card Scheme 
The school is offering the C Card scheme through the School Nurse Service, which is a long-established 
programme to support health issues amongst students.  Please see the separate letter issued for details. 
 
Pupil Premium+ 
Previously looked after children are identified as those who were looked after by an English or Welsh local 
authority immediately before being adopted, or who left local authority care on a special guardianship order 
or child arrangements order (previously known as a residence order). These children are eligible for 
additional funding to support the provision of their education. We are encouraging parents to self-declare 
that they have a previously looked after child to enable us to secure this additional funding for your child. To 
make this application we will need sight of the legal paperwork, such as a court order or certificate. Please 
contact Ms Jo Stubbs before the 30th September 2022 by email jstubbs@dhfs.uk or telephone (01246) 
412372 (ext 150) if you think your child is eligible for this additional funding.  
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ClassCharts Student and Parent/Carer App – Support Sessions 
We are arranging Drop-in support sessions in order to support you with any technical or user issues that you 
may have. These will take place between 4pm and 6pm on Tuesday 20th and Wednesday 21st September 
2022, in Henry’s Diner. Please access the school via the Green Lane Pedestrian Crossing Gate. 
 
If you wish to attend the session, please complete the link below to secure your 15 minute slot. If further 
help is needed, we can arrange this for you.  We also have our ClassCharts support email for you if you have 
any further queries classcharts@dhfs.uk.  Booking Link: Class Charts Parent Support | Dronfield Henry 
Fanshawe School (appt.link) 
 
September 2023 School Admissions 
The application window for applications to join Year 7 in September 2023 is now open and closes at midnight 
on Monday 31st October 2022.  Applications are made online at www.derbyshire.gov.uk/admissions or by 
calling 01629 533190. 

 
Oaks Community Church – Food Support 
We are proud to support the work of Oaks Community Church who provide food bank resources for those 
that need it.  This is an invaluable service for so many and we are blessed that the support is there.  
Devastatingly, there have been some examples of food that has been left outside for collection being taken 
and thrown around the community by some individuals.  As a school, we discuss community responsibility 
regularly with our students, regarding their conduct and in being an upstander to report others that have not 
acted appropriately.  We encourage parents and carers to have similar conversations so that together as a 
community we can stand for what is right and good in our society. 
 
Global Consent Forms 
For any off-site educational visit, we are required to obtain prior consent from parents and carers.  To reduce 
the frequency of requests for information, DHFS annually issues a Global Consent Form which will cover all 
visits in an academic year.  The detail required is sufficient to cover day visits and residential visits. It is 
mandatory that you complete all sections of this form even though your child may not have signed up for a 
specific visit at this stage.  
 
The Global Consent Form will be issued electronically to parents and carers next week.  I would be grateful if 
you could ensure forms are completed online by Monday 3rd October 2022 at the latest. If you experience 
any difficulties, please contact our Student Services team. Students will not be allowed off site or considered 
for trips if the necessary form is not completed. 
 
Ski Trip 2023 
Please can parents and carers that have submitted deposits for the ski trip to Italy in January 2023 be aware 
that the available places are oversubscribed by nearly 100%.  A ballot will take place in the coming days and 
both successful and unsuccessful applicants notified accordingly, with deposits refunded to the latter.  
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