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Success with Care 

Dear Parent/Carer  

 

Study visit to St Omer, France: Sunday 16th – Thursday 20th October 2022 

 

I would like to offer your child the opportunity to participate in a study visit to St Omer in northern 

France from 16th to 20th October 2022.  This visit is open to all students currently in Y7 and Y8 who 

are studying French, regardless of their abilities. The purpose of the visit is to offer students the 

opportunity to experience a different language and culture first hand, rather than relying on textbooks. 

 

During the visit, students will have the opportunity to visit sites of interest such as a local market, the 

Nausicaa Aquarium, a bakery where they will be able to bake their own bread, a snail farm and La 

Coupole, thereby giving them the opportunity to practise their French.  Students will be supervised 

throughout the trip, including remote supervision during some periods of ‘free time’ when they will be 

allowed to go shopping and to visit local cafés. In the evening activities such as quizzes, games and a 

disco will be organised. 

 

We will be staying in Le Château d’Ebblinghem, a purpose-built activity centre which we have used in 

previous years and are happy to return to.  Pupils will sleep in 4 or 6 bedded rooms, each with en-suite 

facilities. Meals will be on a full board basis, including a packed lunch provided. Staff accommodation 

will be in the same area of the Château as the students, allowing for full supervision at night. 

 

All students participating will be expected to abide by any Covid-19 restrictions in place in 

France at the time of departure and also for their return to the UK.  Please be aware that this 

may include a requirement to be double vaccinated and potentially additional fees, for example 

Lateral Flow Tests or PCR Tests. 

 

DHFS is committed to supporting families who may have experienced financial difficulties and 

believe our cultural residential trips should be accessible to all.  Therefore 20% of the places on this 

trip will be prioritised for Pupil Premium students.  DHFS is supporting 75% of the cost of the trip for 

these students.  

 

The full cost of the visit will be £415, reduced to £105 for Pupil Premium students.  This covers full 

board accommodation, coach and ferry transport, a work booklet, a group passport, entrance fees to the 

places of interest, evening entertainment and insurance. Your child will not need their own passport for 

this visit, but may require some pocket money for buying souvenirs.  However, I anticipate that the 

amount of euros needed will be very small.    

 

If you would like your daughter/son to participate in this trip, I would be grateful if you would indicate 

this using the form accompanying this letter, which should be returned to myself.  At this stage we 

require a deposit to be paid by the ParentPay system www.parentpay.com For students not accessing 

financial support the deposit is £50, and for those applying for Pupil Premium support the deposit is 

£20.  
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If you need to be re-issued ParentPay access details please e-mail Mrs Wilson fwilson@dhfs.uk  or 

please telephone her (01246) 412372 ext. 174 if you have difficulty accessing your account. The 

ParentPay payment may be made via an online payment, or in cash at any Paypoint shop. For this 

option, you will require a barcode letter which is available by emailing or by collection.  Further 

instalments will be due via a monthly instalment payment schedule that will be sent to the parents 

whose child has been selected for this visit.   

 

There are 44 places available, 9 of which are prioritised for Pupil Premium students. The trip has 

proved popular in previous years and I expect demand to be high following two years of restrictions.  

To ensure equality of access to this visit the ParentPay account for this trip will be open from 

Wednesday 9th March at midday and the window for reserving a place will remain open until 

Wednesday 20th March midday.  Places are not allocated on a first come, first served basis.  Should the 

trip be oversubscribed a random ballot will take place for the places available.  This is applicable for 

both the full price and pupil premium places.  

 

Assuming we are able to fill enough places to make the trip viable, parents/carers will be informed if 

their child has been successful in obtaining a place.  At this stage your deposit becomes non-

refundable and you are committed to the full cost of the trip.  If you have been unsuccessful in any 

ballot, you will be placed on a reserve list and your deposit refunded.  

 

Should you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me at school at the earliest opportunity, 

either by telephone (01246) 412732 ext. 205 or by email amcleish@dronfield.derbyshire.sch.uk  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 

A S McLeish 
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If you would like your child to be considered as a participant, please complete the form below and 

return to: 

 

Mrs McLeish by midday Wednesday 20th March 

 

St Omer, France - Study Visit : Sunday 16th to Thursday 20th October 2022 

 

I should like my daughter/son ……….……………………………………………… 

 

Mentor group  ……………………………………………………………… 

 

French teacher  ……………………………………………………………… 

 

to participate in the visit to France in October 2022 

 

Should the visit be oversubscribed, my daughter/ son only wishes to go if  

 

……………………………………………………………… (one name only please) is selected to go.  

 

I acknowledge receipt of the initial letter explaining basic details of the visit. 

 

I have made a payment via ParentPay for an initial deposit of £50 (£20 Pupil Premium) and understand 

should the visit go ahead and my child be selected to go, that this will then be non-refundable and that 

further monthly instalments will be due. 

 

I acknowledge that my child must comply with all COVID restrictions in place in France at the time of 

the visit. 

 

I acknowledge that the cost of this visit will be £415 (£105 Pupil Premium) and is dependent upon 

numbers taking part.   

 

Signed:  ………………………………………………………………  Parent/Carer 

 

Date:  .…………..………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  


