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Success with Care 

21st July 2022 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Students, 
 

Term 6 – End of Week 7 Update 
 

As we approach the end of the school year, we find ourselves reflecting on the achievements, successes and 
hard work of this academic year.  It was a year that started with some COVID restrictions in place and the 
uncertainty of whether we would be able to sustain the Plan A School or have to implement either the Plan B 
or Plan C School, and ended with extreme temperatures, record heat levels and school closures. It has been 
quite a year. 
 
In between those time periods, there has been an abundance to celebrate as the students and staff have 
regularly stepped up to the plate and made a difference in the school.  Students have attended, engaged and 
look to produce their best on a regular basis.  They have worked hard in lessons and took part in the varied 
wider curriculum offer.  Trips and residentials have returned, the international events have recommenced, 
old favourite clubs have restarted, new clubs have been created, performances have been calendared, major 
school events, such as sports day and the sponsored walk, have returned, competitions and tournaments 
have been scheduled again and our friendly competitive rivalry with other schools has once more taken 
centre stage.  All this and so much more besides.  Thank you to all those that work so hard to create the 
special school that we have. 
 
As our attention turns to the summer break and an opportunity for some family time and holiday enjoyment, 
it is important to flag up aspects of summer safety.  We have been covering this within the curriculum and 
ensuring that students reflect on how they can have a good time during the six weeks, but also stay safe in 
the process.  Topics have included water safety and rail safety.  Sadly, in spite of warnings across the country, 
some children still engage in risk-taking behaviour which has led to some very heart-breaking incidents.  We 
encourage you to follow up these sessions with conversations with your children. 
 
School restarts on Monday 5th September at 8.50am.  We look forward to welcome the students back, in full 
uniform, fully equipped and ready to learn for what promises to be another excellent year at the school.  In 
the meantime, we wish you a happy, restful and relaxing summer break. 
 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr M J Cooper 
Headteacher 
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Start of the 2022-2023 Academic Year 
The school returns from the summer break on Monday 5th September 2022.  Students should be on site for 
8.50am and go to their Mentor Room ready for registration at 9am.  There will be an extended Mentor 
period for all students to facilitate the start back preparation and messages. 

 
Former Staff Member – Jo Harrison 
It is with great sadness that I inform you of the sudden passing of former Maths teacher Jo Harrison, who 
recently retired.  Jo worked at the school for a long period of time and was a popular and effective member 
of staff.  Our thoughts and best wishes are with her family at this difficult time. 
 
Summer Music Concert 
Thank you to all the staff, students, parents and carers that were involved in our first outdoor summer music 
concert last week.  It was out best ever audience attendance, which is greatly appreciated.  The event was a 
real success and we are now looking at making this an annual event. 
 
Arabian Nights Performance 
The school was delighted to continue with the performances of Arabian Nights after such hard work by the 
students and staff.  Yet again, we were treated to a magical theatrical performance from all as the talent of 
DHFS was showcased.  A huge well done to all involved. 
 
Tiger Scratch Hairstyles 
There is growing popularity with ‘tiger scratches’ in haircuts.  We can confirm that this is not acceptable for 
school.  Students wishing to have this style should do so at the start of school holidays so they have chance 
to grow out for the return to school. 
 
Year 10 Work Experience 
We are pleased to once again be offering Work Experience for students in Year 10. This will take place during 
May 2023.  Please see our booklet from Mrs Broomhead here: https://dhfs.uk/careers-education-
information-advice-and-guidance-ceiag/#work-experience 
 
ClassCharts Student and Parent/Carer App 
We have been working really hard setting up the logistics for our Student and Parent/Carer App -  
ClassCharts.  The login details for students, Parents and Carers, will be sent on the launch dates.  For 
students in current Year 7 to 12, this will be Thursday 25th August 2022.  The launch date for new students 
joining Year 7 in September will be Thursday 1st September 2022. This later date is due to GDPR regulations. 
 
Please see our letter concerning ClassCharts here: https://dhfs.uk/wp-content/uploads/letters-home/whole-
school/2022-07-05-classcharts-app-letter.pdf 
 
We have also produced an FAQs Help-Guide. Please access it via: https://dhfs.uk/wp-
content/uploads/letters-home/whole-school/2022-07-08-faqs-classcharts-parent-and-carer-app-1.pdf 

 
Sponsored Walk 
A big thank you to Mrs Hobson for her organisation of the sponsored walk.  To have the school undertaking 
such a large event in our community is wonderful and credit goes to all involved for completing the day.  It 
was a beautiful day and lots of memories were made for students and staff to look back on in years to come. 

 
Piercings 
The school rule on jewellery states that in regard to piercings, only one stud ear-ring is permitted in each ear.  
No other piercings are allowed and students will be removed from lessons to rectify their jewellery should 
the rule be breached.  Students considering other piercings should be aware that the start of the six weeks 
holiday is the best time to have them done, rather than just before returning to school. 
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German Exchange Visit 
Thank you to all the families that hosted visitors from the Goldberg Gymnasium in Sindelfingen.  It was 
brilliant to be able to rekindle the exchange and to see the links and partnership as strong as ever.  We look 
forward to return visits to Germany next year. 
 
Sixth Form University Trips  
Thank you to all the staff that supported Year 12 students on the recent university trips to Cambridge, 
Coventry and Lincoln.  These were excellent opportunities for students to visit and experience life at 
universities in preparation for the next stage of their educational life.   
 
School Lunch Time  
During the Plan B School under COVID we had two lunches to manage numbers eating in the school halls.  
This continued into the 2021-2022 academic year for Sixth Form to manage numbers in the Hub whilst we 
monitored the transition from COVID.  For next year, the whole school will return to having lunch between 
12.30 and 1.20pm.  Additional spaces will be available in C Block for Sixth Form students to have lunch. 
 
Year 8 Geography trip - Porter Brook River, Sheffield. 
Year 8 students were invited to attend the Geography trip to the Porter Brook River, Sheffield between the 
11th - 15th July. Students conducted experiments which focused on the width, depth and velocity of the 
river. Students also discussed the human management of the river.  Thank you to all those who took part, it 
was excellent to see students out in the field enjoying the natural landscape and working together as a team 
to complete experiments.  
 
Reading Strategy 
Mrs Compai would like to remind students of the vital importance of maintaining a keen reading habit over 
the summer holidays. As we know, strong reading skills are consistently found to be a crucial component for 
academic success and, even more importantly, studies routinely show us that reading can significantly 
reduce stress and help us maintain our wellbeing. At DHFS we expect all students (Y7-Y13) to have a book in 
their bag at all times as part of our basic equipment list.  
 
TikTok Challenges 
Please be aware of the continued issue that families, schools and societies face with various challenges 
posted on the platform TikTok.  A recent one has been for students to set fire to paper towels in toilets.  This 
has not happened at DHFS, but a local school did have to evacuate and close temporarily recently following 
an incident.  Such actions are totally unacceptable and cause huge impacts.  We encourage you to talk to 
your children about their use of, and response to, various social media trends. 
 
Leaving Proms 
Congratulations to the Year 11 and 13 Class of 2022 who have now finished school and eagerly await their 
results!  Both proms were superb celebrations and send-offs.  It was great to see the return of the prom and 
the magical evening that it entails.  We wish both cohorts every success for the future. 
 
Adrian Sudbury Schools Education Trust (ASSET) 
Thank you to all the Sixth Form students that took part in the ASSET visit to school recently to see if they can 
be a donor match to help save lives.  This is a regular feature of our school calendar and has led to instances 
of people’s lives being saved.  We thank all those involved. 
 
Community Anti-Social Behaviour 
There have been reports of various examples of anti-social behaviour in our community.  As part of our 
curriculum, students learn about the responsibility of being a positive citizen, thereby not being involved in 
anti-social behaviour in the first place, but also how to respond should they witness it, or being a victim of it.  
We work closely with the police to tackle this, and if it involves students at the school, will support them in 
responses and follow-up actions.  Some areas of concern that have been highlighted by the police as being 
areas of concern are the woodland area behind the Civic Centre, the woodland area at Gosforth fields and 
Pentland Road shops.  Students and their families are asked to be vigilant around these areas and report 
concerns. 



 
Summer Holiday Safeguarding Information 
As we move into the summer holidays, it is as important as ever for us all to be focused on keeping our 
children safe. Therefore, please remember that the Safeguarding sections of our website have useful advice 
and guidance on keeping children safe, including online safety.   If, during the summer, you have any 
concerns for the welfare of a child then please use the information below to raise your concerns. 
 
For non-emergency concerns and general advice, call Derbyshire Starting Point on 01629 533190 8am and 
8pm Monday to Friday, and between 9.30am and 4pm on Saturdays. Outside these times contact the out of 
hours service 01629 532600.  A school line is also monitored out of hours and can be reached on 07885 
817860.  If a child is at risk of immediate harm, then please contact the Police on 999. 
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