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Success with Care 

14th May 2022 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Students, 
 

Term 5 – End of Week 3 Update 
 

Friday 13th May 2022 marks a significant day for our Year 11 and Year 13 cohorts.  Over the years they have 
attended well, worked hard, shown resilience, been responsible for their achievement, accessed 
opportunities and shown determination to succeed.  Now begins their next and final chapter at the school as 
they enter a period of study leave and examinations. 
 
This year’s main exam season has started earlier and lasts longer than previous ones. Consequently, the 
switch to study leave begins sooner and our plans have been amended accordingly.  Courses have been 
completed, revision material set up, tools, techniques and tips to secure learning shared and advice on how 
to prepare for and execute the assessments covered.  Our exam cohorts are ready and their time is now. 
 
The final leg of a student’s education in a Key Stage is always a significant moment and we are looking 
forward to celebrating their time in school.  The students are taking part in special assemblies, have leaving 
events to attend and are gearing up for their relevant proms.  The leaver videos that have been prepared are 
an absolute joy to behold and to be truthful, quite emotional to watch.  It is amazing to look back over the 
students’ time in school, see all the things that they have been part of, and the special memories they have 
created.  There are always numerous opportunities for students to take part in and when you watch back 
what a student’s life is like over their time in school, it is remarkable to see what they have accomplished.   
 
We encourage all our students to continue to participate and engage fully in school life as they are making 
memories along the way that will last a lifetime and that they will look back on fondly for years to come.  To 
say that teenagers are renowned generally for answering ‘not much’ when asked by parents and carers what 
they did at school that day, it is amazing just how much they do jam-pack into a day, and how much they 
smile along the way! 
 
The time to prepare for the final exams and move on comes to all students.  For those that leave us today, 
you can look back on your time in the school with pride, knowing fully that you have played your part in 
achieving your dreams, that you faced unbelievable challenges and overcame them and that you leave the 
school having contributed positively to our tradition and history, leaving a legacy on the way.  You are 
legends, and we couldn’t be more proud of you. 
 
Please find below a number of additional messages related to certain school themes. 
 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr M J Cooper 
Headteacher 
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SIMS Parent and Student App 
Whilst the preparation for the launch replacement App is undertaken, the planner continues to be a key 
source of communication between school and home.  There are a number of other App products that are 
under consideration as we work towards its full implementation. 

 
Mobile Phones 
A reminder that mobile phones should not be seen or heard on the school site unless permission has been 
given for them to be used by a member of staff. Phones are confiscated for a day in the first instance and a 
week in the second, and subsequent, incidents should this rule be broken.  Confiscation is enforced so 
adherence is vital to avoid upset and disappointment. 

 
Toilets 
The school is supportive of students using the toilet when needed, however, we are strongly encouraging 
students to do this before school, at break, at lunch and after school, not during valuable lesson time. For 
those students who require a pass to visit the toilet more frequently they can organise this through their 
House Support Manager.  Unless students have passes, or it is an emergency, they will not be allowed to go 
during lessons. 
 
Kirkland Rowell Survey 
Thank you to those parents and carers who have been completing the Kirkland Rowell surveys as we 
undertake a review of school provision and plan our priorities moving forward.  We encourage as many 
parents and carers as possible to undertake this to help gather information. 
 
Jubilee Celebrations 
Students have the opportunity to enter various competitions through our celebrations of the jubilee.  These 
include a special bake-off, an MFL challenge and a joint competition with English, Humanities and CEA.  In 
addition, our canteen will be running a themed day of celebrations. 
 
Live Revision Lessons on Microsoft Teams (for Y11, 12 and 13 only) 
During exam study leave certain subject faculties and/or individual teachers have indicated to students that 
there will be some live revision lessons on Microsoft Teams led by teachers at times when the class would 
normally have that subject on the timetable.  These sessions will of course be available to any students that 
are not involved in exams at the time.  These revision sessions only supplement the specific active revision 
that students are undertaking on their priority areas to learn and improve.   
 
As a reminder to  families of the expectations in live lessons, students should have: 

• Lesson resources such as stationery, exercise books and folders ready before the lesson 
starts (same time as it would be in school) 

• Microphones turned off until the teacher speaks to the student 
• Cameras always on so that the teacher can see all students present – making interaction 

easier 
• An attitude to learning that mirrors what is expected in school 

 
Please encourage your child to email individual teachers with any queries, requests for practice exam papers 
and/or any exam question answers they would like the teacher to look at.  We are still here to support and 
guide them. 
 
Please support your child with their revision by: 

• Checking they are focusing on those parts of their courses that they are less secure with and 
not going over things they know well 

• Asking them questions to test them on the revision they are doing or have done that day 
• Asking them questions about what they have not yet been able to learn or remember 
• Checking that they are doing revision in small chunks of highly focused revision (with no 

distraction from phones, TV, music, etc.) in 20-30 minutes blocks followed by a short break 
• Encouraging them to have reward time away from revision as a family or with friends. 

 


