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Success with Care 

29th April 2022 
 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Students, 
 

Term 5 – End of Week 1 Update 
 

Prior to the Easter break, I had the privilege of visiting our twin town of Sindelfingen in Germany.  There is a 
long and proud tradition of partnership links between the two towns and this is replicated between Dronfield 
Henry Fanshawe School (DHFS) and the Goldberg Gymnasium, one of the grammar schools within 
Sindelfingen.  Indeed, having worked in different schools within various Local Authorities I have never 
experienced such strong and genuine international links between schools. 
 
A number of activities and events took place as part of the visit, including meeting staff, touring the school, 
teaching lessons, supporting activities, planning link projects, meeting the mayor and reinforcing 
commitments and partnership relationships.  Through this, there has been a commitment from ourselves 
and the Goldberg Gynnasium to maintain our important ties for the students of both schools moving forward 
so that the full benefits of partnership can be explored. 
 
In July of this year we will be welcoming a visiting party of staff and students from Germany, who will spend 
a few days at the school and in Dronfield, experiencing the local area and our culture and lifestyle.  As part of 
this, the students will be partnering with Dronfield children and staying with their families as they experience 
life in England.  Further details will be communicated separately.  Later in the Autumn Term, some students 
from DHFS will have the opportunity to visit Sindelfingen before a full exchange programme takes place again 
in 2023.  Further to this, there is planning for additional partnership and collaboration events to take place to 
provide international opportunities for the students at DHFS, further building on and cementing the excellent 
links of the past. 

 
In a post-pandemic, and post-BREXIT, world it is so important that the importance and value of partnerships, 
togetherness and positive collaboration are maximised, and we are delighted that our students have such 
authentic and special relationship opportunities to be part of.  We encourage them whole-heartedly to 
embrace them. 
 

Please find below a number of additional messages related to certain school themes. 
 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr M J Cooper 
Headteacher 
 

mailto:admin@dronfield.derbyshire.sch.uk


Eid Celebrations 
We hope that our Muslim students and their families are experiencing a peaceful and blessed month of 
Ramadan and we share in the joy of celebrating Eid next week.  At this time, students can take one day to 
follow religious observance at home.  We understand that Eid may fall on Monday May 2nd or Tuesday 3rsd 
May according to when the observance of Ramadan began.  So that we can ensure we keep students safe 
and that we do not interrupt a special day trying to locate a child, could you inform the House Team if your 
child will be absent due to religious observance. 
 
Staffing Appointment 
DHFS welcomes Mrs Jo Stubbs to the Senior Leadership Team, following her appointment as Assistant 
Headteacher – Safeguarding & Inclusion.  Mrs Stubbs brings a significant amount of experience working as an 
Assistant Headteacher at another Derbyshire secondary school and we look forward to working with her 
moving forward. 
 
SIMS Parent and Student App 
Whilst the preparation for the launch replacement App is undertaken, the planner continues to be a key 
source of communication between school and home.  There are a number of other App products that are 
under consideration as we work towards its full implementation. 

 
Uniform 
Thank you for your support with ensuring uniform meets expectations.  This is such an important part of 
ensuring a sustained level of high standards that we are all so proud of.  A reminder that trousers should be 
tailored and not tight fitting, especially as parents and carers prepare to buy replacements.  If not sure, then 
please contact the school.  
 
Mobile Phones 
A reminder that mobile phones should not be seen or heard on the school site unless permission has been 
given for them to be used by a member of staff. Phones are confiscated for a day in the first instance and a 
week in the second, and subsequent, incidents should this rule be broken.  

 
Wider Curriculum Opportunities – Jubilee Celebrations 
A variety of celebration events and activities are taking place to mark the occasion of the Queen’s Jubilee 
and we look forward to the students’ participation in these, such as the Jubilee Bake-Off and English 
Challenge.  We encourage you to support your child(ren) with entries as we share such a unique and once-in-
a-lifetime event.  
 
G Block 
The terrapins were demolished and removed over the Easter break as we continue to be on track with our 
plans to have a new G Block in place by September.  Grounds testing procedures have taken place and we 
await the results of these procedures over the next few weeks before the construction phase can start. 

 
Toilets 
The school is supportive of students using the toilet when needed, however, we are strongly encouraging 
students to do this before school, at break, at lunch and after school, not during valuable lesson time. For 
those students who require a pass to visit the toilet more frequently they can organise this through their 
House Support Manager.  
 
School Dinners 
Our school dinner team have been taking student, staff and visitor voice recently on the service and on food 
provision.  We are looking at ways of enhancing the service and are excited about the next steps for the 
team. 
 
Ukraine Donations 
A huge thank you to all the families that contributed donations for the Ukraine scheme.  It never ceases to 
amaze just how generous our community is to support those in need.  A tremendous amount of donations 
are being taken to a local centre today ready to transport to Ukraine.  In addition, our non-uniform day on 



the Friday before we broke up has raised funds for UNICEF in their support of children in crisis across the 
world, including Ukraine. 
 
Y11, Y12 & Y13 Exam Resources 
Following a parent and carer information event related to preparing for exams and supporting students in 
maximising their potential a number of resources discussed and illustrated on the evening have been 
emailed directly to student accounts for their perusal and use.  These are extremely useful resources and 
have proven to make a difference in the past. 
 
Kirkland Rowell Survey 
As part of our monitoring, review and evaluation processes, the school is conducting a survey with students, 
parents, carers and staff with the national company Kirkland Rowell.  These have years of experience of 
working within education and a proven track record of high-quality evaluation that aids school improvement 
planning.  The surveys are a key part of our work and we encourage you to complete a return in supporting 
us obtaining a full review picture across our school community. 
 
Whisper Button 
Thank you to those parents and carers that have taken the time to use the Whisper button on the website to 
inform us of concerns or issues that they wish to report.  All Whispers are analysed and actioned and this is 
making a positive difference.  A reminder that it is anonymous and we have no way of contacting you for 
further discussion or feedback if contact details are not left, so if you are wishing feedback then please leave 
relevant details. 
 
Gorseybrigg Primary School and Nursery – PTFA Circus 
The PTFA at Gorseybrigg Primary School & Nursery are presenting Happy’s Circus at 5.30pm on July 12th 
2022.  All are welcome and tickets are available via email from gorseybriggptfa@gmail.com.    

 
 

 
 

  

mailto:gorseybriggptfa@gmail.com

