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Success with Care 

22nd February 2022 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers and Students 
 
Online Safety 
 
I am writing to you with concerns that we are dealing with an increasing number of incidents involving 
our students behaving inappropriately online. The consequences of this are far reaching and can be 
hugely distressing for the student and their families. 
 
Many of the incidents have occurred as a result of students ‘accepting’ strangers as friends on 
Instagram, Snapchat and other platforms. This has allowed unscrupulous criminals to target them and 
subsequently draw them into a situation where they compromise themselves. They then face blackmail 
for large sums of money to prevent distribution of said material. The criminals are skilled at building the 
confidence of the young person which leads the child to make choices that they immediately regret and 
which their parents/carers find incredulous. If you of your family have found yourself in this situation 
please inform the police immediately. 
 
We discuss the dangers of engaging in such activity through our curriculum and the students are aware 
of online safety but still sometimes make poor choices. When we were their age we did not have this to 
contend with and it is a timely reminder for us all as parents/carers to discuss this again at home. As 
parents/carers we sometimes feel helpless as we might not be familiar with the social platforms used, 
particularly Snapchat and Instagram. These guides talk through how to improve safety and to ensure 
your child can only be contacted by their friends. 
 
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/social-media/snapchat/ 
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/social-media/instagram/ 
 
Ensuring these settings are enabled will reduce the volume of unsolicited images/videos/links to 
websites/friend requests that they are receiving. 
 
We have also dealt with students taking and sharing sexual photos/videos of themselves and each 
other. Sometimes this has been consensual, sometimes malicious, but both are illegal as they involve 
images of children under eighteen. In all instances we are duty bound to inform Social Care and the 
Police and the student may receive a school exclusion if their actions have caused harm to other 
students. Please take the time to check your child’s phone to ensure they are behaving appropriately 
and therefore keeping themselves safe. Please be reminded that “Creating or sharing explicit images of 
a child is illegal, even if the person doing it is a child” https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-
resources/briefings/sexting-advice-professionals and as the account holder you have ultimate 
responsibility for the contents of the phone. 
 



There is help available for families who find themselves in difficult situations including support with 
removing explicit photos or videos https://www.internetmatters.org/issues/sexting/dealing-with-
sexting/ 
 
I hope you find the information useful and that we can work together to keep our students and our 
community safe. Have a peaceful half term. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Mrs T. Davies 
Deputy Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  


