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Success with Care 

26th March 2024 
 

Headteacher Update Letter 5 – Term 4 Week 5 
 

Dear Parents, Carers and Students, 
 

During the course of a school year there are many moments that make you stop as a Headteacher and, 
quite simply, make you go ‘wow’.  With the calibre of student and character of individuals at Dronfield 
Henry Fanshawe School, this can be a regular occurrence, and, due to the breadth of amazing people that 
are in our school community, can be varied in its nature. 
 

This term, we were treated as a school to a real ‘wow’ moment.  We discuss with students that we all have 
talents, but doing something with that talent is what makes us special.  Doing something means that there 
is drive, commitment and a real determination to succeed.  In essence, the outcome is deserved, through 
demonstrating a real positive attitude to learning and embodying the 3Rs of responsibility, resilience and 
reflection. 
 

Against this cultural backdrop and ethos, our Year 8 boys football team have excelled and achieved 
something that no other team has done at our school.  Last year they performed extremely well and were 
crowned Year 7 County Champions in the summer after a season of hard-work, skill and togetherness.  This 
year they have achieved even greater heights.  Not only do they have a great chance of retaining this crown, 
but within the national competition they put together an amazing run as they took on all-comers in the 
England-wide competition and made it all to the semi-finals.  Although they heartbreakingly fell at this 
hurdle on a sunny afternoon at Gosforth Fields, they have done unbelievably well in reaching the last four 
schools of a national competition. 
 

We are incredibly proud of the students in the team and the staff that have been with them every step of 
the journey.  The camaraderie, support and commitment to each other was superb.  Furthermore, this was 
done with the spirit and traits that we expect of all that is associated with our school.  A professionalism, a 
resilience, a positivity and a can-do ethos.  This really has been an historical achievement for the school, 
and we are simply bursting with pride.   
 

The secret to this feat is rooted in our vision statement of ‘Success with Care’.  The students and staff 
demonstrate this in abundance through all they do in and out of school.  They will continue to succeed due 
to getting the basics so right and making a difference in what they do.  We all have a lot to note from there 
magnificent work.  Well done! 
 

Please find below a number of key messages and information for your reference.  On behalf of the school 
we wish you a wonderful Easter break. 
 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr M J Cooper 
Headteacher 



End of Term 4 
The school will close for the Easter break on Thursday 28th March 2024 at 3.30pm.  This will be a normal 
timetabled day in school and students are expected to wear full uniform. 
 

Start of Term 5 
The school will reopen as normal on Monday 15th April 2024.  Students should be on site for 8.50am and 
in Mentor Rooms ready for a prompt 9.00am start when the bells go. 
 

Easter Holiday Safeguarding Information 
As we move into the Easter holidays, it is as important as ever for us all to be focused on keeping our 
children safe. Therefore, please remember that the safeguarding sections of our website have useful 
advice and guidance on keeping children safe, including online safety.   If, during the Easter break you have 
any concerns for the welfare of a child then please use the information below. 
For non-emergency concerns and general advice, call Derbyshire Starting Point on 01629 533190 8am and 
8pm Monday to Friday, and between 9.30am and 4pm on Saturdays. Outside these times contact the out 
of hours service 01629 532600.  A school line is also monitored intermittently out of school hours and can 
be reached on 07885 817860.  If a child is at risk of immediate harm, then please contact the Police on 
999. 
 

Achievement Badges 
Huge congratulations to the vast number of students who are excelling in school and achieving rapid 
unlocks with achievement badges.  It is fantastic to see so many wearing their badges with pride, with 
numerous already having bronze, silver and gold levels.  A reminder that badges should be worn on the 
blazer alongside the House and Year badge.  Replacements can be bought from Student Services.  
 

School Uniform 
Students should ensure they are wearing the correct uniform every day, as communicated on our website 
and through our letters.  This is important and will be challenged when not the case, with sanctions being 
in place where required.  Previously loved uniform is available through the school, and students in receipt 
of free-school meals can be supported with ordering unform. 
 

Make-Up 
The school rules with make-up are clear.  Only light mascara is allowed.  There is a growing trend of 
student wearing make-up.  This is not allowed, and students will be told to remove this, facing sanctions if 
they refuse. 
 

Jewellery 
A reminder that students are allowed a watch, one ring and a plain stud in each ear lobe.  Any other items 
should not be worn, and students will be told to remove them, facing sanctions as required.  Any piercings 
that are being considered should be done at the start of the six-weeks’ holiday of they require to remain in 
for a period of time.  Students who do not confirm will be removed from lessons. 
 

Equipment 
It is important that students come to school fully equipped each day so that they are ready to learn and 
time is not taken in lessons resourcing students with stationary.  Equipment can be purchased from the 
Learning resource Centre (LRC) at very reasonable prices. 
 

Attendance and Punctuality 
Students should strive for 95% attendance and ensure they are on time for the start of the school day and 
individual lessons.  This is important for preparation for life outside of school and helps secure positive 
outcomes for final references and school records. 
 

School Vaccinations 
Each year the school hosts various health services from the NHS and outside organisations as part of the 
Government’s immunisation schemes.  Please look out for separate communication linked to these as 
these arise during the school year for details and required action.   



Effective Revision and Exam Preparation 
Y11, 12 and 13 students should now be in the middle of their revision programme at home, preparing for 
the exams that start in early May.  However, it is never too late to start and for revision to make a 
difference.  The school website has been updated with revision techniques that national research 
indicates are amongst the most effective and beneficial for students.  What is important is that revision, 
like any learning, makes us think hard.  Making flash cards and writing out notes have very little impact yet 
take up a lot of time.  These are our top nine revision strategies that we would like all students to be 
using.  Students have a copy of these pages in their planners: 

 

 

 



Free Easter Holiday Rugby Camp 

We would like to make you aware of a fantastic opportunity for our students to experience the camaraderie 
and exhilaration of playing rugby at Dronfield Rugby Club. The club are hosting an Easter training camp open 
to girls and boys up to the age of 16 with no previous playing experience necessary, just a desire to have fun 
and learn what makes rugby so special. The camp runs on the 9th and 10th of April and is completely free of 
charge.  Further details are provided on the attached poster which includes a QR code for students to 
register.  Alternatively, they can use the following link: https://tinyurl.com/Easter-Rugby  

 

 

 

 

 
 
  


