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The purpose of this brief document is to try and offer a few tips/ reminders/ quick wins for classroom-based staff. We hope it 
proves useful. If you have great ideas or things that are working well, please let us know ASAP so we can share them widely – 

SCO, AJM and the TDC Team (Rach, Steph, Chris and Ben) 
 

In this edition of Principles in Practice, we look at reading strategies, maintaining relationships with students, and asking 
students to work out new learning from a more challenging start point. We have also shared links to useful articles from the 
Chartered College of Teaching’s Impact magazine. If you successfully use one of these ideas or have an idea of your own that 

could be used effectively in other subject areas, please let us know! 
 

Maths – TLC touchstone discussion on maintaining relationships with students 
In a recent TLC discussion, new member of staff mentioned how asking an unrelated question (e.g. how was your weekend?) can 
often help to diffuse a 1-2-1 situation and calm a student after they have received a consequence. 
This prompted a wider discussion around how to address student when there has been an escalation of a situation - perhaps the 
student has been sent out of the lesson and is waiting for on call in the corridor. Instead of going out to speak to the student and 
automatically starting with a negative question or statement, we could instead say ‘how are you?’, ‘is there something that has 
happened earlier that has caused you to feel upset?’, ‘what did you get up to at the weekend?’. This can help diffuse a situation 
and catches the student off guard, which can help calm them down in a tense situation. While not strictly related to 
Rosenhsine’s principles, this is a really useful strategy that can be employed both in and out of the classroom and may help 
prevent situations from escalating further. 
 
Art – reading strategies with year 8 
In art, colleagues have been looking at morphology and etymology in relation to topic-specific vocabulary that 
students need to understand and be able to use. Using a grid format, they have created slides that illustrate this 
for students, giving a definition, the root/etymology of the word, similar words relating to the subject and a 
pictoral representation. This approach is helping to develop literacy, analysis and reading strategies to support 
students’ annotation in art. This is an approach that can be used in any subject that uses specific vocabulary, or 

where new and unusual words may come up regularly (i.e. all subjects 😊). 

  
Quigley Jigsaw Slides can be found here:  
F:\Whole School\Professional Learning (PL)\10. Professional Learning 2022-2023\6. Reading Strategies 

 
MFL – asking students to work out new learning from a more challenging start point 
In MFL, EJE has been trialling a strategy that asks students to begin their learning from a more 
challenging start point. He begins by writing a text on the whiteboard and asking students to read 
aloud with him as he writes, thus modelling good writing and pronunciation simultaneously. He 
then asks students, all in target language (Spanish), to identify new terms or vocabulary, to 
answer true/false/not mentioned questions about the text, complete ‘finish the sentence’ 
activities, all on mini-whiteboards, which students then show simultaneously. This approach 
allows EJE to teach new vocabulary within the context of a sentence or paragraph rather than as a 
discrete item, and without using any English (the activities are delivered entirely in target 
language), thus raising the level of challenge/ambition. Using mini-whiteboards means that 
everyone has to engage.  
 
  

file://///dhfs-v-fs/faculty%20data/Whole%20School/Professional%20Learning%20(PL)/10.%20Professional%20Learning%202022-2023/6.%20Reading%20Strategies
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Useful articles from recent issues of Impact Magazine 
We have collated below this document some useful and interesting articles from the Chartered College of Teaching’s IMPACT 
magazine. There is a range of up-to-date and interesting topics covered in each issue and we will share our favourites here. 
 
- In ‘The use of worked examples for novice learners in the Year 10 English classroom’, Nicole Still examines ways to scaffold 

student writing with the use of model answers. Her accessible article suggests practical advice for the use of models and 
worked examples and suggests that these may help to build schema and avoid cognitive overload. Whilst her focus context 
is English, her suggestions might easily transpose onto any subject in which developed written answers are required – well 
worth a read.  
 

- More practical suggestions regarding the scaffolding of student written work - specifically, the use of strategic oracy 
activities to support idea generation, ease cognitive load and develop an appropriately academic register – as well as 
subsequent extension and development of student understanding, is explored in Sharon Leftwich-Lloyd in her article 
‘Developing literacy in the drama curriculum at Key Stages 4 and 5.’   

 
- Using peer teaching to improve effective learning strategies in Year 7 students looks at ‘student learning communities’, 

where Y10 students are trained in delivering sessions on learning to Y7 students. There are clear benefits to the learning of 
both the Y7 and Y10 students involved and the authors are “convinced that peer teaching provides a powerful additional 
tool to support the development of effective learning strategies”. 

 

- In ‘Structuring your intervention to improve student performance’ Helen Skelton (Head of Science, Beaumont School) trials 
a new intervention strategy with her students. This article outlines her approach and how it led to students making 
significant improvements in their end of topic tests. 
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