
Hammer some people, you meet a wall.
Blow hard on others, they fall.
Yet-people equal. Equal.

One person will aim at a star.
For another, a hilltop is too far.
Yet-people equal. Equal.

Some people get on with their show.
Others never get on the go.
Yet-People equal. Equal.

People Equal by James Berry

Some people shoot up tall.
Some hardly leave the ground at all.
Yet-people equal. Equal.

One voice is a sweet mango.
Another is a nonsugar tomato.
Yet-people equal. Equal.

Some people rush to the front.
Others hang back, feeling they can't.
Yet-people equal. Equal.

• What do you like about this poem? 
Do you dislike anything about it?

• How does it link to Rights, 
Responsibilities and British Values?

• What’s the message?

James Berry, OBE (born 1924), is a 
Jamaican poet who emigrated and 
settled in England 1948 as part of 
the Windrush. His poetry is 
notable for using a mixture of 
standard English and Jamaican 
Patois. Berry’s writing often 
explores the relationship between 
black and white communities and 
in particular, the excitement and 
tensions in the evolving 
relationship of the Caribbean 
immigrants with Britain and British 
society from the 1940s onwards.
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Karl Nova is a Hip Hop artist, 
author and poet. Born and 
raised in London as well as 
Lagos, Karl is a social 
commentator, creative 
writing workshop facilitator, 
broadcaster and cultural 
critic who creates platforms 
for other artists as he seeks 
to uplift, inform and inspire 
through this artistic 
expression.
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Period 2
• What do you like about this poem? Do you 

dislike anything about it?

• How does it link to Rights, Responsibilities 
and British Values?

• What’s the message?



Period 3
Take some Picts, Celts and Silures
And let them settle,
Then overrun them with Roman conquerors.

Remove the Romans after approximately 400 years
Add lots of Norman French to some
Angles, Saxons, Jutes and Vikings, then stir vigorously.

Mix some hot Chileans, cool Jamaicans, Dominicans,
Trinidadians and Bajans with some Ethiopians, Chinese,
Vietnamese and Sudanese.

Then take a blend of Somalians, Sri Lankans, Nigerians
And Pakistanis,
Combine with some Guyanese
And turn up the heat.

The British Poem by Benjamin Zephaniah
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Zephaniah grew up in Jamaica and the 
Handsworth district of Birmingham, 
England, leaving school at 14. He moved to 
London in 1979 and published his first 
poetry collection, Pen Rhythm, in 1980. He 
was Writer in Residence at the Africa Arts 
Collective in Liverpool, and was a candidate 
for the post of Professor of Poetry at Oxford 
University.



Period 3
Sprinkle some fresh Indians, Malaysians, Bosnians,
Iraqis and Bangladeshis together with some
Afghans, Spanish, Turkish, Kurdish, Japanese
And Palestinians
Then add to the melting pot.

…Leave the ingredients to simmer.

As they mix and blend allow their languages to flourish
Binding them together with English.

Allow time to be cool.

Add some unity, understanding, and respect for the future,
Serve with justice
And enjoy.

Note: All the ingredients are equally important. Treating one ingredient 
better than another will leave a bitter unpleasant taste.
Warning: An unequal spread of justice will damage the people and cause 
pain. Give justice and equality to all.

• What do you like about this poem? Do you 
dislike anything about it?

• How does it link to Rights, Responsibilities 
and British Values?

• What’s the message?
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Karl Nova is a Hip Hop artist, 
author and poet. Born and 
raised in London as well as 
Lagos, Karl is a social 
commentator, creative writing 
workshop facilitator, 
broadcaster and cultural critic 
who creates platforms for other 
artists as he seeks to uplift, 
inform and inspire through this 
artistic expression.



• What do you like about this poem? Do you 
dislike anything about it?

• How does it link to Rights, Responsibilities 
and British Values?

• What’s the message?
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Amanda Gorman is an 
American poet and activist 
known for works that address 
Black identity, feminism, 
marginalization, and climate 
change. She gained 
international fame when she 
read her poem The Hill We 
Climb at the 2021 inauguration 
of U.S. President Joe Biden. This 
is an extract from her poem 
‘Earthrise’.



• What do you like about this poem? Do you 
dislike anything about it?

• How does it link to Rights, Responsibilities 
and British Values?

• What’s the message?
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