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When do you do your reading?  

Late in the evening or early on a Sunday morning and 

always on holiday by the pool. 

What is your favourite book ?  

 

What are you currently reading?  

 

Any advice for young people re reading habits?  

Don’t give up! If you start a book and can’t get into it, choose a different book. There 

is something out there for everyone. 

Insert pic of you reading 

here! 

A book that I have read every summer for over 20 years is called Junky by William S Bur-

roughs; it’s a tale about a man from a respectable family who descends into a life of petty 

crime drug addiction and prison. Although depressing in many ways its evocation of 1950s 

New York and New Orleans is tantalising and exciting. The story is very well told and serves 

as a reminder that the decisions we make in life can have severe consequences. 

Another favourite book is by Carola Hicks called ‘Girl in a Green Gown’. The book is about a 

painting called the ‘Arnolfini Portrait’ which was painted by Jan Van Eyck in 1434. No one 

knows for sure what the painting is about and in the book Hicks gives her interpretation of 

its meaning. Hicks also tells the story of how over 500 years the painting  made its way 

from Medieval Belgium via the Napoleonic Wars to the National Gallery in London.  

Shadow State, a factual book telling how Russia under the leadership of  Vladimir Putin 

has infiltrated foreign governments using spies and social media bots to influence govern-

ment policy  and public opinion.  

The book covers Putin’s rise from KGB spy to one of the most powerful men in the world. 

Harding explains Russian involvement in the 2016 US election, possible Russian interfer-

ence in Brexit and the murder of people on British soil by Russian agents.  

 

Equally  interesting and terrifying - who and what can we believe on social media?  


