
What is your favourite book ? 

My favourite childhood book would have to be Harry Potter and the  

Philosopher’s Stone. It was the first book I read after a long time of  

thinking I didn’t enjoy reading. Harry Potter showed me that actually, I’d 

been trying to read the wrong books; either they were too complex, or 

simply weren’t about topics I enjoyed. J.K. Rowling’s work really awoke the 

reader in me, and I now reading is one of my favourite pastimes.  
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When do you do your reading?  

I read every night before I go to sleep – it calms my 

brain after busy days and helps me to wind down. I 

can often spend a whole afternoon on the sofa with 

a book if I’ve got the time.  

What are you currently reading?  

The Blind Assassin—Margaret Atwood. A really interesting dual-

narrative looking at class, society and scandal in America during the 

Great Depression. I like Atwood’s narrative style and even now (3/4 of 

the way through) I’m not sure who one of the narrators will turn out 

to be!  

Dead Famous—Greg Jenner. A brilliant non-fiction write up of the 

idea of celebrity through the ages (from ancient civilisations to  

Medieval England and beyond) and how wanting to be famous it isn’t 

necessarily the new idea people think it is. Hilariously funny and well 

explained. Jenner also produces the ‘Your Dead to Me’ history pod-

cast which I’m a huge fan of as well.  

Any advice for young people re reading habits?  

Find a genre or area of interest which captures you and run with it. It might lead to 

bigger, wider reading eventually, but initially you just need a book which takes over 

your mind and lets you forget there is a world outside those pages for a while. Find a 

book with a story so consuming that reading it is like watching a film inside your 

head.  


