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When do you do your reading?  

Whenever I can find time, even if it’s just for ten 

minutes.  Not only is it enjoyable, but it’s a great 

way to relax. 

What is your favourite book ? 

Sunset Song by Lewis Grassic Gibbon 

This is not a very original choice for a Scot, as it is regularly voted 
as the greatest Scottish novel of all time and is one that is still stud-
ied in Scottish schools.  However, I have always loved it and re-read 
it at least once a year.  It is set on a farm in the Howe of the 
Mearns in Aberdeenshire prior to and during World War I, and fol-
lows the life of the protagonist, Chris Guthrie, looking at the devas-
tating effects that the war has on both her and her community.  I 
love this book partly because I, too, was brought up on a farm in the Howe of the 
Mearns (although long after World War I!), so it’s always felt quite personal to me.  
However, the writer’s use of language to create the ‘voice’ of the community makes 
for rich characterisation and settings and, although it is very sad, it is also often very 

What are you currently reading?  

Portable Magic by Emma Smith 

I have just started reading this great non-fiction book, de-
scribed by Val McDermid as ‘a fascinating journey into our 
relationship with the physical book...I lost count of the 
times I exclaimed with delight when I read a nugget of in-
formation I hadn't encountered before'.  

Any advice for young people re reading habits?  

Read as widely as you can!  Novels, biographies and autobiographies are great, but 
newspapers and magazines can also help to extent your vocabulary and wider social 
and cultural knowledge.  It is the most effective thing that you can do to improve in 
English; students that read tend to be those that do well.  Also, it’s so enjoyable! 


