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When do you do your reading?  

Before bed, weekend mornings and holidays. Mrs 

Sanderson and I also read every evening to our son.  

What is your favourite book ? 

I don’t think I have an outright favourite. I have books that have been important to me 

at different stages of my life, from fond childhood memories to those which have in-

formed my views as an adult. 

I have a lot of affection for ‘The Hitch Hiker’s Guide to the Galaxy’ because it combines 

surreal humour, science-fiction and philosophy, all of which appealed to me greatly as 

a teenager. It was originally written for radio, so some sequences translate better in to 

print than others, but the characters and the concept are some of the most original I 

have ever read. 

As a geographer, I also have to express my love for ‘Off the Map’ by Alastair Bonnett. It 

tells the stories of some of the worlds strangest places, from unclaimed territories to 

forbidden cities, undiscovered islands and places that may not even exist! I’d recom-

mend it for anyone who enjoys how weird the world can be. 

What are you currently reading?  

‘The Secret Commonwealth’ is the second volume of ‘The Book of Dust’, which is 

the follow up to the highly acclaimed ‘His Dark Materials’ trilogy. The world this 

book is set in is already well realised, but this book expands it more than the pre-

vious volumes, developing the world of Daemons, Dust, Gyptians and the Magis-

terium that Pullman introduced in his earlier work. Like a lot of my favourite 

books, this combines an adventure narrative with some more thought provoking 

themes. 

Any advice for young people re reading habits?  

I like having different types of book for different situations. Sometimes I want to read something funny or easy going, 

sometimes I want something more challenging or involved. I think it’s good to enjoy a range of books and appreciate 

the merits of each.  

Insert pic of you reading 

here! 


