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When do you do your reading?  

All the time. Whenever and wherever I can. If I 

don’t have at least one book on the go, I get a  

little bit anxious.  

What is your favourite book ? 

Oryx and Crake by Margaret Atwood 

I read The Handmaid’s Tale as a teenager and loved it, so subsequently started 

this book but couldn’t get into it. It sat on my bookcase for many years until I  

decided that I either needed to read it or get rid of it. Second time round I found 

the central character,  

Snowman, much more accessible and I quickly became engrossed. I really love the 

pigoons and the ChickieKnobs; they are science fiction but could rapidly become  

scientific reality. Margaret Atwood really knows her stuff when it comes to genetic  

engineering so it feels like this really could happen in the foreseeable future.  

Immediately after finishing it I downloaded the second and third books in the  

series and loved them all. Unfortunately, I lent my copy to a fellow teacher and 

have never seen it again. I really need to get another one as I love to re-read my 

favourite books. 

What are you currently reading?  

American Gods by Neil Gaiman and The Seabird’s Cry by Adam Nicolson. 

I recently re-read Good Omens by Terry Pratchett and Neil Gaiman, having originally read 

it in my teens. I love Pratchett and have read all the Discworld books but had never read 

any other Gaiman so I thought I’d give this a try and, if anything, I like it even more than 

Good Omens. Like Pratchett and JK Rowling, Gaiman references history, mythology and 

culture so often, I keep having to stop and google things to see if they come from 

Gaiman’s, clearly vivid, imagination or somewhere else. 

The Seabird’s Cry is my non-fiction read; it’s about…seabirds! 

Any advice for young people re reading habits?  

Read for comfort; read for entertainment; read for education; read for escapism.  

Basically, just read!  


