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 Catch Up Premium Funding: Report for Governors 

 

Trudie Davies  

Deputy Headteacher 

November 2021 

 

What is the Catch-Up Premium funding? 

Prior to the removal of national curriculum levels (Sept 2015) the Government allocated 
£500 per pupil to those pupils arriving in Year 7 who did not achieve Level 4 in reading 
and/or mathematics. In 2015-16, there were 24 Y7 pupils eligible for the funding which 
resulted in a budget of £12,000. This figure has been matched in recent years irrespective of 
the need.  

The decision was taken to provide support for as many as possible whilst not diluting the 
support. 

In the last Ofsted report (November 2015) the following comment was made, ‘The school 
has had considerable success in accelerating progress for Year 7 pupils eligible for catch-up 
money through extra lessons and resources’. 

 

How is the funding spent? 

Literacy and maths are taught to small groups of students from Y7 who are withdrawn from 
mainstream lessons for 2 hours a week. The students are withdrawn from drama and/or RE. 
Support is also offered to Y8, Y9. Y10 and Y11 students who still struggle with literacy and 
maths. Currently 96 students across KS3 and KS4 receive support. 

 

Year Cohort Literacy Cohort Maths 

7 39 33 

8 41 35 

9 19 22 

10 2 0 

11 4 0 

 

The interventions are delivered by: 

Miss M Milowiz (Director of Student Support) 

Mrs. S Wyles (Advanced Practitioner) 

Ms. K Day (Teaching Assistant with QTS) 

Mrs. H Pearson (Maths HLTA) 

Miss A Dunks (Maths HLTA/Maths TSST) 
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How is the impact of this intervention measured? 

Progress in literacy is delivered through LEXIA and tracked in detail by Learning Support staff 
and then tested using NFER tests (September and July).  

Progress in maths is tracked by the class teacher and by the intervention teacher. Progress is 
measured by performance in whole school exams in February and July. 

Progress  

 

The students are encouraged to feedback on their experiences through student voice (see 
Appendix) 
  

Maths 

The students follow a bespoke maths programme to boost their confidence and build skills 
in the basics of mathematics. Where appropriate (mainly Y9’s) they follow the Scheme of 
Learning, recapping areas they’ve struggled with in lessons. 

The students are given the opportunity to complete questionnaires to evaluate the CUPS 
lessons in terms of all aspects of learning. The results are really positive.  

 

  

LITERACY PROGRESS Sept 2020-July 2021 MATHS PROGRESS Sept 2020-July 2021 

Average increase in 
reading age for CUPS 

students 
16 months 

 
20% are exceeding their expected level of 
progress 
 
 

78% of students made progress in their reading 
54% of students made at least 15 or more 
months of progress 
17% of students made at least 10 or more 
months of progress 

24% are meeting their expected level of 
progress 
 

5 students declined in their reading age and 
further assessments will be completed and 
consultation will take place if further 
interventions are required for those students.   

56% are below their expected level of 
progress  
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Maths Case Study (from Mrs H Pearson) 

Student A (year 7) is a selective mute with high anxiety levels. They have come from a small 
junior school and received support in lessons. 
Since September there has been a noticeable improvement in their inclusion, production of 
work, and mood. 
Inclusion – the student doesn’t speak but listens intently to me and the other students. If 
they are struggling with understanding the activity they will give me eye contact. This 
communication has improved they now use it every lesson and are quicker to do so. 
Production of work – this has increased with extension work being done most lessons. They 
now have the confidence to use the correct writing materials and do not fear making 
mistakes. 
Mood – initially the student would not come to the lesson. This moved to having TA support 
to, from and during the lesson, also leaving early. There would be no interaction from the 
student keeping their head bowed. This has improved greatly. They attend the lesson by 
themselves with no support. The student interacts for the whole lesson with eye contact and 
we now have smiles along with relaxed body posture. 
The whole aspect of the nurture group has really helped this student with inclusion. 
The students show an increased confidence in their abilities in maths and are more likely to 
‘have a go’ at challenging activities. 

Maths Case Study (from Miss A Dunks) 

A Year 9 student who has poor attendance (currently 40%) due to social anxiety has 

attended more maths CUPS lessons than any other lesson. Not only has she managed to stay 

in the lesson unsupervised, she is beginning to enjoy them. Her engagement and 

participation have increased significantly, to the point she recently demonstrated the answer 

to a question on the white board in front of the rest of the group. Her attitude to learning 

has rightly gained her many achievement points. She is not only engaging with 1 to 1 

questioning but also Cold Calling.  Due to all these factors her maths knowledge has 

increased. She leaves the lesson happy and motivated that she can attend other subject 

lessons.  

Literacy  

The students follow a personalised literacy programme, targeting reading and writing.  

They have access to specialised materials and are taught by dedicated specialist staff in 
dedicated rooms.  
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The team have recently been joined by ‘Max’ who is a trained ‘Care Dog’ and helps support 
some of our most vulnerable young people. The calming effect that he has is palpable. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
      
 
Literacy Case Studies: (from Mrs. S Wyles) 
 
Y7 students have completed their placements on Lexia and are working on the Totem series 
of books. A Y7 student who is a selective mute is able to engage in lessons and we are using 
alternative methods to communicate. We played a game and she was able to put a word 
into a sentence by writing the answer on a small whiteboard. Another Y7 student who has a 
diagnosis of dyslexia is able to get support and work at her own rate. She can reread texts 
and practice spellings of words as well las focusing on handwriting skills getting information 
down. 
A year 8 student who has a diagnosis of autism and struggles expressing language has been 
able to interact in small group work and work on comprehensions to develop her inference 
skills and confidence. Another Y8 student is able to work in a small group and develop his 
interaction skills and independence skills. He has support to develop strategies to help him 
keep focused.  
 
Next Steps: 
 
Planning time for the staff delivering Catch Up Lessons on the PL day 10/1/2022 

Figure 3 Studying Lexia Literacy programme 
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Planning with Maths TLR holder and LGR for increased cross links with mainstream 
mathematics curriculum. 
 
 
Summary 
 
The progress made by these students in maths and literacy, and the confidence they have 
gained, is a credit to the CUPS team and the students they teach. 
 
 
Appendix A 
 

1) Student Voice Scrutiny Feedback Form  

 
Teacher: A Dunks  Date: Oct 2021 
 
No. of students who responded: 8 
 

Question to student Analysis of responses – what was notable- what change, if any, 
will you make as a result? 

What is the best thing about this 
lesson? 

We get extra good help in our lesson with Maths 
We get more time to understand  
I get to practice my maths 
Lessons are fun, I learn better when things are fun 
Bingo 

If you could change one thing 
about our lesson what would It be? 

The room could be bigger 
To do a maths test 
To have some in put into which lesson taken out of 
Not doing long division 

How challenging is the work we do 
in lessons? Is it too hard or too 
easy for you? 

If it’s too easy you get harder work to do 
It varies 
Too hard 
Just at my level of learning 
 

Do you ever feel like you need 
more help in lessons? How could I 
or someone else help you? 

Sometimes not all the time 
By helping you 
No 
Need things repeating if stuck 

How well do students work in our 
lessons? What could I do further to 
improve the way in which the class 
gets their work done? 

I think it is all fine 
Well 
Good 
very well behaved  
 

How helpful is my feedback? Do 
you find verbal feedback more 
helpful than written in your book? 

Verbal 
written and spoken 
you help me very much 
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Written in my book 
verbal 
 

 

 
2) Student Voice Scrutiny Feedback Form  

 
Teachers: S Wyles J Clarke   Date: Oct 21 
 
No. of students who responded: 8 

Question to student Analysis of responses- what was notable- what changes, if any, will you 
make as a result? 

What is the best thing about 
our lessons? 
 
  

Work that is set is at our ability 
Having stuff, I can manage 
Not feeling stressed about doing it 

If you could change one thing 
about our lessons what would 
it be? 
 
 
 
 
 

English that is not too hard 
Different year groups 
 
 
 

How challenging is the work 
we do in lessons? Is it too 
hard or too easy for you? 
 

Middle 
I bring my own work but can have help if it’s too challenging  
Most things are in the middle but we can ask for more challenging 
work 
 

Do you ever feel like you need 
more help in lessons? How 
could I or someone else give 
you this extra help? 
 

Need things repeated when stuck 
Support is good in catch up 
I don’t feel like I need anymore help as it’s a small group 

How well do students work in 
our lessons? What could I do 
to further improve the way in 
which the class gets their 
work done? 

They work well 
Other people not distracting you as much, people might get angry 

How helpful is my feedback? 
Do you find verbal feedback 
more helpful or written 
feedback in your book? 

Written because it’s harder to speak your mind and don’t have to 
verbally speak 
Verbal – it happens now 
Verbal – I understand straightaway 

How well do you think you 
respond to my feedback? 
What encourages you to 
respond and what, if 
anything, stops you from 
responding? 

I am able to do the dirt work 
I can ask questions if I still don’t understand 
 

If you were writing your own 
report, what score would you 
give yourself for attitude to 
learning (1, 2, 3, 4) and WHY? 

Not all students wanted to participate in this  
2 I don’t really have feedback as we talk about things and I can ask 
questions there and then 
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1 because I don’t disrupt anybody in this lesson – I just get on with my 
work.  
3 I’m ok but can’t concentrate for long  
1 I try hard 
I 2 I try my best and ask questions if I am stuck 

 
3) Student Voice Scrutiny Feedback Form  

 
Teachers: A Dunks   Date: Nov 21 
 
No. of students who responded: 13 

 

  
Strongly 

Agree 
Agree Neutral Disagree 

Strongly 

Disagree 

1. Students are well behaved in this 

lesson? 

 8 5        

2. Students work well in this 

lesson? 

 11 1    1     

3. This lesson has the right amount 

of challenge for me? 

 8  2  3    

4. This lesson goes at the right 

pace for me? 

 7 5    1  

  

  

5. Feedback from this lesson is 

helpful? 
 9  4       

6. I feel my maths has improved 

since starting CUPS 
 11  2       

7. I enjoy maths CUPS  7  3  2    1 

8. I learn things in maths CUPS that 

help me in other lessons 
 10  2    1   

 

 

Q9: What is the best thing about your maths CUPS lesson? 

Playing maths games 
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Having fun 

My teacher 

I don’t have to do RE and I like the activities we do 

Being with the best teacher in the world 

I like that we have enough attention so we can really be helped and learn something 

It’s a small class 

To be happy 

Playing Bingo and doing division 

Helps you learn maths 

The games and it’s really fun 

 

 

Q10: Is there anything you would change about this lesson? 

 □ Yes     □ No 

If you answered yes, please comment below 

 


