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Local area SEND Inspections – A Briefing for Parents 
 
Introduction 
 
The Minister of State for Children and Families has asked that Ofsted and CQC 
inspect local areas’ effectiveness in fulfilling their duties under the Children and 
Families Act 2014 (and the Regulations and Code of Practice made under this Act).  
These will start in May 2016. 
 
The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages.  
 
The Care Quality Commission (CQC) is the independent regulator of health and 
adult social care in England. 
 
Parents and carers of children and young people who have SEND who are resident 
in the local area will be notified of the inspection and how they can contribute their 
views. Ofsted and CQC will provide a draft letter to the local area for this purpose 
that may be adapted as necessary. 
 
 
What is the purpose of the inspection? 
 
The purpose is to secure an independent evaluation of how well a local area carries 
out its statutory duties in relation to children and young people with SEND in order 
to support their development. 
 
The inspection will ask three questions: 
 
Question A: How effectively does the local area identify children and young people 
who have special educational needs and/or disabilities? 
 
Question B: How effectively does the local area assess and meet the needs of 
children and young people who have special educational needs and/or disabilities? 
 
Question C: How effectively does the local area improve outcomes for children and 
young people who have special educational needs and/or disabilities? 
 
The inspection is not primarily intended to hold local areas “to account” for 
shortcomings (although the Inspectors do have certain powers to do so if 
necessary).  The aim is to evaluate the effectiveness of the local area’s processes 



and identify ways to improve and develop these to ensure that better outcomes for 
children and young people with SEND are delivered. 
 
It is also important to remember that the purpose of the Inspection is not to evaluate 
the overall quality of the individual providers or services visited. 
 
What is the local area? 
 
The local area includes the local authority, clinical commissioning groups (CCGs), 
public health, NHS England for specialist services, early year’s settings, schools 
and further education providers.  This is because one of the duties introduced by 
the Children and Families Act 2014 is for the local authority to ensure:  
 
“the integration of educational provision and training provision with health care 
provision and social care provision, where it thinks that this would— 
(a) promote the well-being of children or young people in its area who have special 
educational needs or a disability, or 
(b) improve the quality of special educational provision— 

(i) made in its area for children or young people who have special 
educational needs, or 
(ii) made outside its area for children or young people for whom it is 
responsible who have special educational needs.”(s.25(1) children and 
Families Act 2014) 

 
To achieve this integration, the Children and Families Act 2014 requires 
cooperation between the local authority and its local partners and vice versa (s.28 
Children and Families Act 2014). 
 
What is meant by “outcomes”? 
 
The Inspection guidance is very clear that “outcomes” are not limited to academic 
achievement. 
 
The Inspection will be evaluating how effectively the local area supports children 
and young people with SEND to “achieve the best possible educational and other 
outcomes”1 
	
This will include: 
 

 a wide range of outcomes for both health and care, as well as academic 
achievement; 
 

 how well the local area prepares young people for adulthood as detailed in 
the Code of Practice (such as: preparedness for higher 

																																																								
1 “The framework for the inspection of local areas’ effectiveness in identifying and meeting the 
needs of children and young people who have special educational needs and/or disabilities” 
paragraph 6, p.4 
	



education/employment; preparedness for independent living; preparedness 
for participation in society; being as healthy as possible in adult life); 

 
 performance in meeting statutory deadlines (for EHC needs assessments 

and EHC Plans); 
 

 how efficiently needs are identified for children and young people aged 0-25 
and, in particular, groups who need additional consideration because of 
specific circumstances (e.g. looked after children/care leavers, those subject 
to youth justice, those missing from education, children with child in need or 
child protection plans etc.); 

 
 how efficiently the identified needs are met. 

 
What evidence will the Inspection examine? 
 
A variety of information will be gathered.  Some of the key evidence will be 
gathered from the local authority and their local partners because a crucial aspect 
of the Inspection will be the following: 
 

 the leadership of provision for special educational needs and/or disabilities 
across the local area; 
 

 the impact of joint commissioning; 
 

 the local arrangements, including the local offer and how well leaders 
understand the local area; 
 

 how the local area uses the intelligence gathered from evaluation of its 
effectiveness to plan for and lead future improvement.   

 
However, the other key element will be gathering the views of children, young 
people, parents and carers and this will be “a central feature of inspection activity”2 
 
This will be done through meetings with parents, carers, children and young people.  
It will also be done through visits to nurseries, schools and colleges and through 
discussions with staff who work with parents, carers, young people and children 
across education, health and social care.  Inspectors will also review records held 
by providers and services and by the local authority.  This may inform further 
discussions with parents and carers. 
 
Discussions will also be held with local parent and carer groups, with the Parent 
Carer Forum and with local impartial information, advice and support services. 
 
The Inspection may also review local consultations and surveys, complaints made 
to both Ofsted and CQC and serious case reviews.  They will also consider 

																																																								
2 Local area SEND inspection handbook, April 2016, paragraph 35, p.12 



information from appeals to the First Tier Tribunal (Health and Social Care 
Chamber)(SEND). 
 
What happens after the Inspection? 
 
After the Inspection a report will be prepared and then published on the Ofsted and 
CQC websites. 
 
This will outline the evidence that inspectors reviewed and provide a summary of 
key findings including strengths and areas requiring further development. In 
addition, reports may also include areas of significant concern that may require a 
written statement of action to be submitted by the local authority to identify how 
concerns will be remedied. 
 
A written statement of action by the local authority might be required in 
circumstances where the Inspectors judge that there is an illegal practice or a 
failure to meet the duties under the Children and Families Act 2014 (and this failure 
causes them sufficient concern to recommend that a written statement of action be 
produced). 
 
In most circumstances, the final report will be published on Ofsted’s and CQC’s 
websites within 33 working days.  
 
Further Reading 
 
The Children and Families Act 2014, Regulations and Code of Practice can be 
found here: 
 
https://www.ipsea.org.uk/what-you-need-to-know/sen-and-disability-law 
 
The Local area SEND Inspection Framework 2016: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/local-area-send-inspection-framework 
 
The Local area SEND Inspection: guidance for inspectors: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/local-area-send-inspection-guidance-
for-inspectors 
 
Care Quality Commission joint inspections information: 
 
https://www.cqc.org.uk/content/inspecting-childrens-services 
 
 


