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What can I do after this 
course?
Being able to speak a foreign language will improve 
your chances at work after leaving school, as so many 
people have already discovered. Mark Zuckerberg, 
Bradley Cooper, Hugh Jackman, Arsène Wenger, 
Novak Djokavic - as well as countless sales 
representatives, bankers, engineers, company 
directors, chefs, lawyers, teachers, doctors, nurses,  
and many more - have all had to acquire skills in 
Modern Languages to allow them to do their job 
properly.   In fact, with any language skills, you 
immediately become far more employable. Just about 
every job has an element where language knowledge 
is useful: marketing, media, finance, government, 
armed forces, retail, ICT, hotel, tourism, catering, 
translation and interpretation, law, fashion and beauty, 
as well as working for MI5 and becoming a spy! Every 
area of work now needs employees with some 
degree of language competence. 

Even though you might think that English is widely 
spoken, only 6% of the world’s population speak 
English fluently, and over 75% have no knowledge at 
all of English.   Studying a language will help you to 
develop skills such as problem solving, working as a 
team, organisational skills, communication skills and 
independence.

For further information 
contact:

Mrs E. O’Brien
01246 412372
eobrien@dhfs.uk
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You	have	already	 started	 the	GCSE	course	 in	Year	9	and	 so	will	 have	a	 solid	grounding	 in	 the	
basics	of	the	language.	Everything	that	you	have	studied	so	far	will	be	needed	for	GCSE.

The	nine	topics	that	you	will	study	include	“Me,	my	family	and	friends”,	“Technology	in	everyday	
life”,	“Free	Dme	acDviDes”,	“Home,	 town,	neighbourhood	and	region”,	“Social	 issues”,	“Global	
issues”,	“Travel	and	tourism”,	“My	studies”,	“EducaDon	post-16”,	and	“Jobs,	career	choices	and	
ambiDons”.

The	Listening	and	Reading	exams	will	require	you	to	understand	authenDc	texts	which	could	be	
needed	in	real	life	situaDons,	such	as	signs,	newspaper	arDcles	and	weather	reports.

In	 the	 Speaking	 exam	 you	 will	 be	 asked	 to	 demonstrate	 the	 real	 life	 skills	 that	 you	 have	
pracDsed,	 such	 as	 gePng	 a	mobile	 phone	 repaired	while	 on	 holiday,	 or	making	 a	 restaurant	
reservaDon	–	the	emphasis	is	on	pracDcal	languages	for	communicaDon.	You	will	also	be	able	to	
choose	one	of	the	two	conversaDon	topics,	so	that	you	can	be	sure	that	you	will	do	well.
The	wriDng	exam	will	again	concentrate	on	pracDcal	skills	such	as	wriDng	a	leRer	or	a	magazine	
arDcle.

Success with care.

What will I learn?

How will I be assessed?

The marks are allocated as follows:

Listening 25%
Reading 25%
Speaking 25%
Writing 25%

You will be entered for either the 
Foundation or Higher Tier.  There is 
a final exam for each skill.

The work is classroom based, but there may also be 
an opportunity to take part in a visit abroad.
 

How is this course 
delivered?


