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Choosing your GCSE 
options

Key Stage 4 Options Evening  
Thursday 13th January 2022

6-8pm.

DRONFIELD HENRY FANSHAWE SCHOOL

Established 1579
For courses starting September 2022
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Our Curriculum Statement September 2022
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DHFS		promotes		a		broad		and		balanced		curriculum		that		provides		opportunities		for		an		
individual	 	 to	 	 gain	 	 a	 	 rounded	 	 education.	 	 	 	 Through	 	 experiencing	 the	 curriculum,	
students	 develop	 knowledge,	 understanding	 and	 skills	 that	 enable	 them	 to	 thrive	
throughout	 life	 and	develop	 a	 love	 for	 learning	 and	which	will	 enable	 them	 to	 continue	
their	personal	journey	beyond	DHFS	and	live	a	happy,	safe	and	successful	life.		

The	curriculum	enables	students	to	leave	school	fully	equipped	for	the	modern	world	so	
that	 they	 are	 able	 to	 contribute	 as	 a	 positive	 citizen	 within	 the	 immediate	 and	 wider	
community.	 	 It	 promotes	 care,	 independence,	 responsibility,	 resilience,	 reDlection	 and	
innovation	and	aims	to	encourage	students	to	be	ambitious	and	forward‐thinking	so	they	
can	 make	 a	 worthwhile	 contribution	 to	 society.	 	 The	 curriculum	 enables	 students	 to	
progress,	develop,	grow	and	realise	their	highest	aspirations.	

The	school	believes	in	providing	a	range	of	options	so	that	students	can	specialise	in	their	
chosen	areas	of	progression	and	interest	of	academic,	 	creative,	expressive	and	vocational	
subjects	that	prepare	them	for	a	fulDilling	life	beyond	DHFS.		Pathways	exist	for	students	to	
follow	either	within	 	 school	 	or	 	 to	make	 	 the	most	 	 suitable	 	next	 	 step	 	 in	education,	
employment		or		training	elsewhere.				

The	 	school	 	promotes	 	alternative	pathways	 	for	 	those	 	students	 	who	 	beneDit	 	from	 	a		
tailor		made		approach		and		a		nurture		curriculum		for		those		that		have		additional		needs.		
Importance	 is	 placed	 on	 personalised	 information,	 advice	 and	 guidance,	 which	 spirals	
throughout	 the	 curriculum	 to	enable	 students	 to	make	 the	 right	 choices	 for	 them	at	 the	
right	 time.	Emphasis	 is	placed	on	a	curriculum	that	enables	horizons	to	be	widened	and	
promotes	engagement,	creativity	and	enjoyment.		

There	is	a	passionate	belief	 in	providing	diverse	and	rich	opportunities	and	encouraging	
all	students	to	step	up	and	actively	participate	in	what	is	on	offer.	 	Beyond	 	the	 	subject		
curriculum	 	we	 	promote	 	participation	 	 in	 	a	 	wide	 	variety	of	 	extra‐curricular	 	and		
enrichment		activities		encouraging		full	participation		in		the		different		opportunities		that		
are		available.				The		school		places		great		value		on		students		experiencing		a		curriculum		
that	develops	the	fullest	knowledge	of	the	world	around	them	so	that	they	develop	their	
cultural	capital	and	thereby	have	an	awareness	and	an	active	responsibility	for	the	global	
environment	in	which	we	live.	

Underpinning	the	curriculum	is	a	culture	of	critical	reDlection	on	designing	and	developing	
the	different	elements	 that	make	up	the	educational	experience	 for	students,	so	 that	 the	
school	can	realise	its	vision	and	students	can	become	the	best	versions	of	themselves	that	
they	can	be.
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Our Vision Statement & Core Principles

Read the advice on choosing your options 
http://icould.com/article/choices-at-14-
choosing-your-options/ 
And watch the videos in focus on choices at 
14 
http://icould.com/focus-on/choices-at-14/ 

Read the advice on choosing your options 
http://icould.com/article/choices-at-14-
choosing-your-options/ 
And watch the videos in focus on choices at 
14 
http://icould.com/focus-on/choices-at-14/ 

Read the advice on choosing your options 
http://icould.com/article/choices-at-14-
choosing-your-options/ 
And watch the videos in focus on choices at 
14 
http://icould.com/focus-on/choices-at-14/ 

For parents but you can read it too http://
www.parentalguidance.org.uk/making-
choices/making-subject-choices-at-age-1314	

For parents but you can read it too http://
www.parentalguidance.org.uk/making-
choices/making-subject-choices-at-age-1314	

Dronfield Henry Fanshawe School strives to provide a high quality educational 
experience for all students, through an enriching curriculum that enables them to 
acquire a deep knowledge of the world in which they live, so that they can develop a 
love for learning and can thrive  personally, economicallyand academically, in life.  
The school aims to engage and inspire the students of today, from Y7 to Y13, to grow 
and  develop into rounded citizens that become positive, caring and successful 
members of society and are equipped to become the leaders of  tomorrow.  

The following core principles embody the ethos of Dronfield Henry Fanshawe School 
and the learning environment that we aim to achieve: 

• Develop students into happy, caring, healthy, confident, courteous, articulate 
and independent learners with a strong moral compass, who can succeed in life  

• Ensure students demonstrate the DHFS 3Rs by being responsible, resilient and 
reflective  

• Offer a broad and balanced curriculum that is inspiring, motivating, 
challenging and relevant for all abilities and prepares students for  their role as 
future citizens of the world  

• Allow students to experience lessons of the highest quality delivered by 
dedicated and highly skilled professionals  

• Equip students with the necessary skills, knowledge and values to make 
outstanding progress, in the broadest sense throughout their school journey, 
irrespective of starting point and celebrate and encourage high aspirations 
both in and out of the classroom  

• Deliver care, guidance and pastoral support for all students so that they are safe 
within a well ordered and disciplined environment  

• Celebrate what makes us unique through embracing diversity and equality of 
opportunity, promoting the DHFS family through  respect and acceptance  

• Develop strong relationships with parents and carers so that an active triangle 
of partnership exists between student, school and  home  

• Work with students, parents, carers and the community to ensure a sense of 
pride and care in Dronfield and the wider area. 
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 Compulsory Core Subjects
 
At Dronfield Henry Fanshawe School, we are passionate about all of our students 
studying a fully rounded curriculum.  Therefore most students must, by law, study the 
National Curriculum containing statutory core subjects.  These are:

English Language and Literature, Mathematics, Science,
Core PE, PSHE, Relationships and Sex Education, 

Core ICT, RE, Citizenship.

Pathways within Year 10 and 11.

Pathway choices are made by the school using a wide range of educational data.  This 
alows us to make a considered educational decision based on a students individualised 
and personalised needs. This decision is made with a view to maximise their potential 
success in the future.

Blue Pathway

Blue Pathway students will follow an English Baccalaureate curriculum that includes a 
humanities subject and a modern foreign language.  This will mean a choice between 
History or Geography. For languages, students can choose between German, French 
or Spanish.  In some circumstances, we may be able to support requests to study a 
second Humanities or MFL subject as an option. Many Russell Group universities 
expect languages to be studied in order to facilitate university level study later.

Green Pathway

Some students will be offered the Green Pathway.  This provides the opportunity to 
study a further Humanities, and a further option instead of a language. 

Yellow Pathway

Yellow Pathway students will be offered a personalised timetable dependent upon 
individual circumstances.  This may include additional personalised support time, 
external provision, extended work experience or additional mathematics and/or 
English. After discussions with students, parents and carers, individual students will be 
offered a personalised package to ensure their individual needs are met.

Pathway choices will be communicated to students, parents and carers shortly 
following the Year 9 Parents and Carers Consultation Evening to be held on Thursday 
7th December 2021.
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 Option Choices
 
In addition to the compulsory core curriculum subjects, most students will choose 
optional subjects from the various Curriculum Areas. These are:

Compu'ng	&	Business
GCSE	Compu'ng	
Level	2	Crea've	iMedia
GCSE	Business	Studies	
BTEC	Level	2	Enterprise

Crea've	and	Expressive	Arts

GCSE	Art	&	Design
Level	2	Technical	Award	Performing	Arts	-	Drama	Specialism 			
GCSE	Film	Studies
GCSE	Music
GCSE	Photography

Humani'es

GCSE	History
GCSE	Geography
GCSE	RE

 Modern	Foreign	Languages

GCSE	French,	GCSE	Spanish,	or	GCSE	German           
 
Physical	Educa'on

GCSE	PE	
BTEC	Level	2	Sport

Science
GCSE	Triple	Science

Technology
GCSE	D&T:	Timber	Specialism	or	GCSE	
D&T:	Tex'le	Specialism
GCSE	Engineering
GCSE	Food	Technology	and	Nutri'on.
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Options at Key Stage 4 - SIMs Online Digital System
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SIMs online application form 
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The chosen 
options are 
highlighted 
by clicking 
on the 
subject 
name.

The reserve 
button selects the 
reserve choice. 
The reserve 
subject choice is 
then highlighted 
in orange.

This view shows the 
options preference list.

This example is for a  student who is following the Blue Pathway. They will have Two Core 
Options to chose from (one Humanities and one MFL), and two further options choices:
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Option Choices Timeline
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December 2021

- Tuesday 7th December - Year 9 Parents and Carers Consultation Evening
- Issue of the options literature

January 2022

 - Launch GCSE Options SIMs options digital system
- Thursday 13th January - Key Stage 4 Options Evening                       
- Discussions with Mr Pickles or the House Teams 
- Parent, carer, student and teacher discussions
- Pathway Appeals process                 

February 2022
                     

- Interviews for some Year 9 students with Mr Pickles or the House Team 
- Individual discussions with students, parents and carers where necessary
- Digital submission of the option forms by midnight, Friday 4th February 2022

March and April 2022 

- Option choices are timetabled by the school to check viability and to maximise  
student choice.  This is a complex procedure where in the past we have been able to 
meet the requests of over 99% of students

 
June 2022

- Option choices and decisions are made available to students and parents
- Key Stage 4 commences in our rollover week, July 2022.
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Where can students get extra advice before making their choices?

• The Key Stage 4 options evening on 13th January 2022
• House Teams, School Learning Support staff (via Miss Milowiz)
• The school careers service - Mrs Marshall. Please note that parents and 
carers are encouraged to attend if they wish
• Mr Pickles, Assistant Headteacher 
• Careers booklets, newsletters and the school careers website.
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